Three wise men ? Led by a star !
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Services for February 2017

Sunday

Lent

Sunday

Lent

Sunday

Lent

Sunday

Lent

Sth
4

12th

19th
)

26th

-1

8.00am BCP Holy Communion
9.30am BCP Morning Prayer

9.30am BCP Holy Communion
11.00am CW Holy Communion

8.00am CW Holy Communion
9.30am CW Trad. Communion
11.00am Family Service

11.00am BCP Holy Communion

8.00am BCP Holy Communion
9.30am CW Holy Communion
9.30am BCP Morning Prayer

Dennington
Bruisyard
Sweffling
Badingham

Badingham
Cransford
Dennington

Rendham

Dennington
Bruisyard

Sweffling

10.00am 30 Min. ‘Gather Together’ Badingham

6.00pm Bishop’s Visit

Sweffling

Holy Communion & Commissioning

Articles for publication should be with the editor by the 15th of the preceding month.

Editor: Victor Warne 5 Mill Road Badingham Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8LG

01728 638357 or Email copy in the text, not attach: suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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February March 2017

The Rectory
Tel. 01728 638823

From the Rector.

By the time you read this the Christmas / Epiphany season will be coming
to an end (Candlemas — February2nd), and Lent will be about to begin
(Ash Wednesday — March Ist.)

This letter seeks to bridge the gap by looking at ways in which our
understanding of the journey of the wise men can prepare us for the season
of Lent.

The journey of the wise men can be understood as a journey from the first
world to the third world. The wise men belong to the first world. They
belong to an advanced society up to speed with the science of the
day. They enjoy a high standard of living. They may not have enjoyed the
‘summer palaces' and the ‘silken girls serving sherbet' that the poet TS
Eliot imagines, but the costliness of their gifts makes it clear that they were
not hard up. The stable in Bethlehem represents the third world. It shows
us a family far from well-to-do living, albeit temporarily, in a stable which
they have to share with the animals. The kings do what people in the first
world should do for people in the third world. They bring gifts.

But the journey of the wise men can also be understood as a journey from
the kingdom of this world to the kingdom of God. The wise men belong to
the kingdom of this world. Whether they are kings or not, they plainly
enjoy a respected and high place in their society. It is a hierarchical
society, shaped by power which flows down from the king at the top to the
subjects at the bottom. That this is the world they were used to is shown
by the fact that when looking for a new king they automatically assume
that he will be found in a palace.

The kingdom that the star leads the wise men to is the kingdom of
God. This kingdom is shaped not by power flowing down from above but
by love flowing up from below. Instead of a king in a palace we have God
lying in a manger. What they find in this kingdom, thanks to this turning



upside down of worldly Fi° &
values, is the broken BLat
communion between God,
man, and God's creatures
restored.

Overwhelmed, they sink to
their knees.

Both these understandings can serve to shape our actions and observation
of Lent.

We can reach out to help those in need.

We can seek out charities that help people seeking to re-build their broken
lives. The children's charities operate nationally.

We can also take a fresh look at our own lives and attitudes by seeking to
harmonise them with the values not of the kingdom of this world but of
the kingdom of God. This aspect of Lent will be explored in this year's
Lent Group held through out March called “Receiving Christ”. Please
come along if you can and join the group as we reflect on this theme.

The kings journeyed from the first world to the third world and from the
kingdom of this world to the kingdom of God. In Lent we are invited in
our own way to make the same journeys.

With blessings and good wishes for 2017.

Jonathan

The Bishop’s Visit to the Benefice.

This will be on February 26th for a Benefice Service at 6.00 p.m. in
Sweffling Church. There will be no morning services in the Benefice
on that date.



The Retirement of our Rector

The Reverend Jonathan Olanczuk

An Invitation to all the Parishioners of the

Upper Alde Benefice
(Badingham, Bruisyard, Cransford, Dennington, Rendham, Sweffling)

You are invited to a Lunchtime Reception
at Dennington Village Hall

On Sunday 30th April 2017
at Ipm

to say
Thank you to Jonathan and Sue
and to give them our best wishes for their retirement

You do not have to let us know but it will help very much with
catering if we have an idea of numbers so if you think you will
be able to come please would you contact:-

Rupert - 638393; Sheila - 663518; Veronica - 638627,
Ann - 638288; Caroline - 663510; Charles - 663467.

EVERY ONE IS VERY WELCOME SO PLEASE JOIN US
IF YOU CAN




LENT COURSE 2017

Monday Nights in March at 7.00pm
Bridge Farm
Sweffling

The Theme is: fiReceiving Christo
Five Sessions

Session 1: Receiving Christ: as children of God
THE FIRST MEETING WILL NOW BE ON WEDNESDAY 8" MARCH

Session 2: Receiving Christ: in the stranger and the needy
Session 3: Receiving Christ: in Holy Communion

Session 4: Receiving Christ: through prayer and fellowship
Session 5: 3°° APRIL

‘Christ in you, the hope of glory

UPPER ALDE BENEFICE AGMs 2017

Badingham Thursday  16th March 6.00pm in church
Bruisyard  Tuesday 14th March 6.00pm in church
Cransford  Wednesday 15th March 7.00pm Old Rectory
Dennington Tuesday  21st March 7.00pm in church
Rendham  Wednesday 22nd March 6.00pm in church
Sweffling  Thursday  23rd March 6.00pm in church

Badingham

Carol Singing and Crib Service

On Tuesday 20th December a packed Badingham White Horse enjoyed
singing carols, accompanied by Victor and Rachel. Mark and Lisa served us
with warm sausage rolls and mince pies. £100.00 was collected for The
Children's Society.

On Christmas Eve we had a packed church for the Crib Service. We were
delighted to have our handbells rung in the church for the first time in many
years, Victor, Rachel and Asher accompanied the singing, various people read
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and children created the nativity scene. The service was followed by hot fruit
punch, mince pies and biscuits.

A further £159.00 was collected for the Children's Society and we were able
to send them a cheque for £259.00 to help fund the excellent work that they
do.

Our thanks to everyone who took part, provided refreshments or helped in
any way and to everyone who came along.

Christmas Sale and Coffee Morning

November seems a long time ago now but thanks to the support of many
people who helped, contributed or came along to the sale we had a very
happy morning and made £731.65. for church funds, of which 10% will be
sent to East Suffolk Alzheimer's Society.

A huge THANK YOU to everyone.

Badingham

On Sunday 19th February we begin

'GATHER TOGETHER'

a service for everyone from nought to infinity

It will be in
Badingham Church at 10am
The service will be relaxed and informal, last about 30mins
and be followed by coffee / juice and biscuits
If you are intending to come to the service why not come along a little
earlier at 9.30am
and share breakfast with us
also in the church

We hope as many of you as possible will join us for this new venture and
look forward to welcoming you.

On Sunday 19th February our subject will be the parable 'The House on

the Rock'
and on Sunday 19th March it will be the parable 'The Rich Fool'
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Dennington

Christmas seems a long time ago now but thank you very much to everyone
for decorating the church so beautifully — it really did look
wonderful. Thank you also to those who brought mince pies, cakes or
biscuits to the Carol Service. It was lovely to see so many people in church
for the carol service and on Christmas Day.

Church flowers

Edna Houchin has decided, having decorated a window in the church for
the last 60 years, that it is now time to retire. She initially started with her
mother and in those days had three windows to do, and then carried on with
one for herself. I would like to say, on behalf of everyone who has enjoyed
looking at your beautiful arrangements, a very heartfelt thank
you! Catherine Blakeley is also retiring after many years so a very big
thank you to you as well. If anyone is interested in joining the flower rota
for Dennington church please get in touch with Frances Boscawen on 01728
638768 or email francesboscawen(@gmail.com

Plant Sale

This year’s plant sale will be on Saturday 29™ April. More details to follow
but please put the date in your diaries.

Veronica

Sweffling

Saturday, February 25th. 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon Sweffling Hut

Coffee Morning in aid of the MENTAL HEALTH Foundation

Bring and Buy stall, Raffle.

This year Jonathan Tesh will be running in the London Marathon on April
23rd, with this as his chosen charity. As a vet, he works in a profession that
has a suicide rate four times higher than the national average and he has lost
two amazing friends and colleagues as a result. It is in their memory and to
help support those that are still fighting their battles that he has decided to
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run the marathon, something he has never undertaken before. If you cannot
come to the Coffee Morning but would like to donate, please visit http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JonathanTesh and you can make a contribution
there or contact Sheila Tesh (663518).

Saturday, March 18th. 10.00a.m. - 12.00 noon Sweftling Hut

Lent Soup Lunch. Again we will be hosting a soup and bread lunch in aid
of the Bakery Hospital in The Gambia. Adults £4.50, children £2.00 for as
much homemade soup and bread as you can eat. A wide choice of soups,
including vegetarian and gluten free varieties. Bring and Buy stall and
raffle.

Offers of soup or draw prizes very welcome, please contact Diana Smith
(663578) or Sheila Tesh (663518)

Rendham

On 24 December the funeral took place of Mr Keith Goodwin, who was
born in Rendham and spent his early years here.

On Christmas Day our Service of Holy Communion which was well
attended, was taken by the Rev Martin Percival. The choir sang Alleluia! a
new work is come on hand, and In dulci jubilo

In the first report at the beginning of 2017 we would like to thank all those
who have kept the church so beautifully clean and so well decorated. The
flowers at Easter were beautiful, despite the absence of the lilies, Harvest
was celebrated in traditional fashion, and the Christmas decorations were, as
always, lovely.

Special thanks to Richard Pilgrim and Roger Bennion for giving and
installing the Christmas tree — and for removing it after Twelfth
Night. Thanks also to the bell ringers and the choir, and to Paul and Lisa for
keeping the church open throughout the year.

Charles and Frances

St Peter's Bruisyard

We held a coffee morning in early December in St Peter's. It was a very
enjoyable occasion and we made £613. Many thanks for all who contributed
and those who attended.
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St Peter's was absolutely full for our crib service and again many thanks for
all the support. Happy New Year.

Rupert and Sally.
Cransford News

The Christmas festivities started early in Cransford with the United Carol
Service at the Chapel. The familiar readings and carols were followed by tea,
hot mince pies and other sustaining nibbles. It was good to meet our friends
once again and to join in rejoicing at the birth of Jesus. Many thanks to
Pastor Philip and Elizabeth for making us so welcome.

Our Christmas Day Communion was well attended and the nearly full
church was loud with hearty singing and good cheer. In the bleak mid winter
frosty winds made moan, but not this year in Cransford. Most of the holiday
was mild and sunny, even spring like.

By the time you read this, earth may be hard as iron, certainly the shrubs and
trees need some sterilising frosts, and so does the farmland. 2016 was an
eventful year, with sporting triumphs to cheer us, and dramatic events to
shake us all up, for better or worse. 2017 will be exciting and challenging ,
and we need trust, optimism and courage to see us through. Most countries
in the world face similar or worse situations. There are dangers, but also
huge opportunities. Our parents’ and grandparents’ generation showed us
what can be done. It now up to us.

Patrick

The Rev Jonathan Olanczuk will be conducting his last Benefice
service on April 30th at Dennington church at 11am .
To show Jonathan and Sue our appreciation
there will be a lunch after the service in Dennington Village Hall .
All will be welcome
to attend the service &/or the lunch afterwards
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Services for March 2017

Ash Wednesday 1st 7.00pm Holy Communion

Sunday
Lent

Sunday
Lent

Sunday
Lent

Sunday
Lent

Mothering
Sunday

Sth
1

12th

19th

26th
4

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

8.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am

11.00am

Sunday 2nd April 8.00am

Lent

5

9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

BCP Holy Communion
BCP Morning Prayer
BCP Holy Communion
CW Holy Communion

CW Holy Communion
CW Trad. Communion
BCP Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

BCP Holy Communion
Family Service

BCP Holy Communion

30 Min. ‘Gather Together’

BCP Holy Communion
BCP Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

BCP Holy Communion

BCP Holy Communion

Morning Prayer

Holy Communion

CW Holy Communion
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Sweffling

Dennington
Bruisyard
Sweffling
Badingham

Badingham
Cransford
Rendham

Dennington

Dennington
Sweffling
Bruisyard
Badingham

Badingham
Cransford
Rendham

Dennington

Dennington
Bruisyard
Sweffling
Badingham



UPPER ALDE BENEFICE SERVICE
AT
SWEFFLING CHURCH

BISHOP MARTIN SEELEY

Will preside at a service of
Holy Communion &
Commissioning of Elder
on
Sunday 26th February 6.00pm

PLEASE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY
TO MEET & SUPPORT OUR BISHOP

Refreshments after the service
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