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Reducing the risk of infection from the coronavirus  

(COVID-19)  
 

Bishop Martin says  

 

"The Church is called to bear the good news of Jesus in every 

circumstance.  As we face the coronavirus pandemic bearing 

good news means our care for others and especially those 

who are most vulnerable, and sustaining our life of prayer 

and worship.  

 We will need to be doing this in different ways following the 

national guidance and the decision to suspend public worship 

which was conveyed in a letter from the Archbishops. “ 

 

“We continue to pray for all those people caught up in the 

coronavirus epidemic, for those who are sick, for those who 

care for them, and for those responsible for planning for our 

care.” 

Church Services Suspended 

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 
 

This month is one of the high spots of the Christian year. Lent draws to a 

close as we move into Passiontide, that is, the remembrance of our Lord’s 

road to the cross. On Palm Sunday we recall his humble entry into Jerusalem 

where the welcoming crowds were later to turn upon him and demand his 

death. We move on through Holy Week to Maundy Thursday when we 

remember both his institution of the Holy Communion at the Last Supper and 

his subsequent betrayal by Judas Iscariot.. Good Friday, of course, is the most 

sombre day of the Christian year because we see the effect of human 

sinfulness at its worst, and also feel greatly humbled by the price our Lord 

was prepared to pay to enable us to serve God in freedom. Easter Day itself is 

the great vindication of all that Jesus said and did when it became clear to 

those around him that even human physical death was no barrier to God’s 

power. 

Although Easter is the triumphant Christian festival it never quite captures 

the public interest that is so characteristic of Christmas. Perhaps this is 

because more people are likely to be away at Eastertide than at Christmas. In 

addition, Easter does not have the same family associations of Christmas and 

New Year. On the other hand, it is a Spring festival which is properly 

associated with the countryside bouncing back to life after the Winter 

months. The buds begin to open, the garden is roused from slumber, there is 

more daylight and the world seems full of new potential and hope. This too is 

part of the message of the Resurrection: our Lord’s victory opens new doors 

for us. Life is more than its mundane material dimension. This dimension, so 

important to us at present, is but one constituent of a greater scheme. 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is perhaps one of the most difficult 

Christian teachings for the modern mind to accept. I know that many people 

still struggle with this rather supernatural event. It is important to realise that 

the Resurrection is not about finding a risen or eternal quality in this life. It is 

actually about Jesus showing himself stronger than human death and beyond 

the grip that it has on us. The Christian church must never water down this 

belief which is its raison d’etre. 
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Up-date on 'The Running Water Project' in The Gambia 

 

Clean running water is such a basic and important commodity for all of us; 

we are really pleased to be able to report that at last the Subaa Nursery 

School in Fula Kunda, Brikama in The Gambia, has running water not just 

for the school but for the village too. 

Since last writing, when the bore hole had successfully been sunk; the 

community has placed a large storage tank behind the school with the water 

being pumped up to it. Then pipes have been placed underground feeding 

two taps: one for school use near the tank; a second goes to the school 

boundary and is for the use of villagers who would otherwise have to get 

their water from a well. 

Dr.Yahya Bojang and the Headmistress of the Nursery School would like to 

thank everyone in the Benefice who helped to raise funds for the borehole. 

They say they are very proud of us all and it really has changed their lives. 

Jill and Geoffrey Abbott 

Sweffling 
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CRANSFORD NEWS 

 

Last month we lost Mike Austin, who died suddenly. He was a stalwart of 

the PCC and was regularly seen on the bicycle or walking his small dog .He 

will be sadly missed. He was one of the last of the old soldiers, who read 

the names on Remembrance Sunday. Our thoughts are with Phyllis and his 

family. 

The season of lent with its church purple, wonderful hymns. blackthorn 

hedges, snowdrops and daffodils rescues us from the dreary empty new 

year months. There is so much round the corner, the joy of Easter with its 

promise and hope leading us to rebirth , spring and the bounty of summer. 

However , now it is all different. Sodden fields and half the land in the 

Benefice undrilled and brown. Political uncertainty, and to crown it all out 

of the blue, the horrendous Corvid 19 virus. penetrating every corner of the 

world, even our remote and small parishes. 

The suspension of services is a great sadness and loss to us all, especially 

the old and the lonely, sometimes their only contact with others. We must 

keep in contact with the isolated, they may need our help with shopping and 

small tasks It is not only down to those in authority, but to us all to get 

ourselves through this crisis. Trust people, and above all trust in God who 

knows what is happening and will comfort, protect and guide us in the 

months ahead.. 

Patrick 

 

Bruisyard 

 

Due to the coronavirus epidemic all events at Bruisyard village hall have 

been postponed or cancelled . As church services have also been cancelled 

for the foreseeable future I would just like to mention that St Peters is 

always open . Let us hope that this awful situation soon dissipates and in 

the meantime we all keep healthy .  
Rupert and Sally . 
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Plant Propagation - a talk by Matt Tanton Brown 

Learn how to propagate your favourite plants from the garden from 

seeds, 

layering, division, grafting, stem cuttings and root cuttings 

Bruisyard Village Hall 22nd April 7pm for 7.30pm £10 including wine 

and 

nibbles 

 

Please book tickets with: 

Anne Smith - 638793 

John McKee - 663515 

Kevin Chattel - 638186 

Saint John the Baptist's Church, Badingham 

 

The 75th ANNIVERSARY OF VICTORY IN 

EUROPE 



V.E. DAY 
 

We are planning to hold a 3 day event in the church to commemorate V.E. 

Day.  We are hoping to display pictures, histories, memorabilia, stories 

and memories of the people who lived in Badingham at the time, of people 

who have lived here since and who live here now.  We would like to hear 

about your own memories, about your ancestors and their memories and 

any part that they played in the war, whether at home or in the forces.  If 

you have photo's to accompany those memories so much the better. 

 

Thank you to those of you who have already been in touch but we would 

like to hear from more people.  Please get in touch with Victor, 638357 or 

Ann, 638288 if you think you can help. 

 

The exhibition will be open on Friday 8th May, Saturday 9th May and 

Sunday 10th May from 10.30 am until 4.30 pm.  We hope to be able to 

offer a cup of tea or coffee and cake throughout each day but on Friday 

the 8th in the afternoon we will have a tea party in the churchyard 

(weather permitting) while the bells are rung in commemoration of 

the anniversary. 
 

Karen is hoping to arrange a rota of people in the church to serve 

refreshments and would appreciate volunteers if you think you can spare 

some time through the 3 days, also, we would appreciate offers of 

baking.  If you think you can help with either please contact Karen or Ann 

- 638288. 

 

The weekend will conclude with a service of thanksgiving in the church 

at 5 pm. 
 

Under the current climate, with the continuing threat from the 

Coronavirus, we are very aware that this may not be able to go ahead and 

it would be irresponsible to do so, but after much thought, we have 

decided to continue with our preparations and, if necessary when the time 

comes, we will postpone the event until later in the year. 

 

Thank you everyone for any support you are able to give us. 
 

 
7 



St Michael's Rendham Churchwardens' report 
 

Our thanks to Julian Rowe, who took great trouble in repairing one 

gravestone in the churchyard and straightening another and has also repaired 

a leaking gutter for us. This churchyard is at the very centre of Rendham, 

and for this reason we are appealing this year for some volunteers to make 
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up a work force to help with grass cutting.  We have a fine wheeled strimmer 

and other tools.  When the Corona Virus pandemic is over, we would love to 

hear from anyone who might be interested.  Ring Frances on 664 021 

  

The Church will be kept open daily, but, as advised by Archbishops of 

Canterbury and York that public worship is suspended until further notice. 

there will be no Easter Service.  Although there will be no lilies on Easter 

Sunday and no service, the Book of Remembrance will be placed at the back 

of the church. 

  

We wish everybody all the best during this difficult time. 

Sweffling 
 

ALL CHURCH SERVICES CANCELLED 
 

Following letters from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the 

Bishops, including Bishop Martin (St Edmundsbury and Ipswich,) all 

formal services in 

churches have been suspended until further notice. This includes the 

Easter Services. 

Bishop Martin has put into place live streaming of Morning Prayer, 

Monday to Saturday at 8.30 a.m., which can be accessed via the Bishop’s 

Facebook page (Bishop Martin and Bishop Mike) or Twitter 

(@BishopsCofEsuffolk).The following live-streamed services from the 

Cathedral can be accessed via Facebook (St Edmundsbury Cathedral) or 

Twitter (@stedscath):Evensong/Evening Prayer Monday - Friday at 

5.30pm, Saturday, Sunday 3.30pmSunday Eucharist at 10.00 am. We urge 

you all to take a few minutes of your day to link into these services. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBishopsCofEsuffolk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CLouise.Richardson%40cofesuffolk.org%7C99868204a3444fcc66d808d7ca9a38e7%7C64990a9c67994442988fcb8b9e9dbb7f%7C0%7C1%7C637200636044644818&sd
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COFFEE AND PANCAKES 
 

Saturday February 29th began as a windy, wet morning, not the day to 

venture outside! However, the thought of freshly-brewed coffee and 

freshly made pancakes with delicious toppings overcame the weather, and 

Sweffling Hut was buzzing as people from the Village and beyond came 

to enjoy the food and the friendship. It was a very successful morning. 

Thank you to the chefs who did a marvellous job in the kitchen, to those 

who provided draw prizes and those who manned the draw and to 

everyone who supported this charity event. The magnificent sum of £367 

was raised for the British Heart Foundation.  

Dennington 

Sadly June de Whalley died on 21st of January after a short illness.  I am 

sure that many of you will have fond memories of her and we will all miss 

her enormously.  Her funeral was held in Dennington Church on 17th 

February.  There was a wonderfully large congregation and the service was 

taken by Jonathan Olanczuk. Please see her obituary below. 

 Plant Sale  - this is due to take place on 25th April and everything is still 

being prepared.  If at all possible it will still go ahead in some form or 

other!  It might not be the usual format but please keep a look out for 

details nearer the time. 

 Date for the Diary  -  19th June at 7.00 pm –   We had planned for Roy 

Tricker to come and give a talk at the church followed by refreshments but 

we will see what happens. 

 

 In the meantime the church is open every day and please let’s all pray for 

a speedy end to the horrible situation going on at the moment. 
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Services for May 2020 

CHURCH SERVICES SUSPENDED 

UNTILFURTHER NOTICE 

UPPER ALDE CHURCHES 

CLOSED 





JUNIPER BARN RENDHAM NEW OPENING HOURS 

Following the government's decision to close all cafes, Juniper Barn 

Village Shop will now be open Tuesday to Saturday between 9.00am 

and 3.00pm and closed on Sundays and Mondays.  We are also doing 

take-away hot and cold drinks, cakes and snacks.  You can order in 

advance or in the shop.  The cafe is closed.  

We are increasing our supply of fresh fruit and vegetables, eggs, bread, 

milk and fresh meat and doing our best to keep good stocks of other 

basics. 

We are happy to deliver, and you can pre-order bread and veges for the 

following day by ringing 01728 663773 or 

emailing enquiry@juniperbarnsuffolk.co.uk.  Do let us know if you 

need us to get any particular items and we will do our best.  We really 

appreciate the support we are getting from locals and friends. 

We will update you regularly if things change.  Please pass on this 

information via whatever means you use to those you know who visit 

Juniper Barn. 

mailto:enquiry@juniperbarnsuffolk.co.uk

