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Services for February 2020 
Sunday   2nd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

Epiphany 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  4 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham  

     

Sunday 9th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford  

Epiphany 5 9.30am Matins Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

Sunday 16th None See services below Dennington  

Epiphany 6 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling  

  9.30am BCP  Holy Communion Bruisyard  

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham  

      

Sunday 23rd None See services below  Badingham  

Epiphany Last 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

  9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

      

Ash 

Wednesday 

26th 7.00pm Deanery Eucharist and 

Imposition of Ashes  

Sweffling  
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 

 
We only have to look around us at this time of the year to see 

countless wonderful miracles. The carpet of snowdrops in the churchyard 

which quite soon will be joined by the daffodils. The trees and shrubs, which 

gave every appearance of being dead will soon bud and spring into life. 

Everything was barren and God-forsaken and seems to make us feel cold and 

depressed. 
However, in the next few weeks, there will be and explosion of life 

and colour, almost as if the whole of nature was created anew and injected 

with fresh life and energy 

It is encapsulated by some verses in the Song of Solomon: 
 

See! The winter is past; 

the rains are over and gone. 

Flowers appear on the earth; 

the season of singing has come 

the cooing of doves 

is heard in our land. 

The fig-tree forms its early fruit; 

the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. 
 

We can sense how the writer is thrilled by the blossoming of life after the 

emptiness of winter. 

In the coming days of Lent, (and later at Easter) Christians are invited to keep 

our Lord company in his death and resurrection, sharing with him the bare 

wood of the Cross, then the explosion of life which follows. We think about 

our pain and emptiness; we try through fasting works of charity to do good 

through it all, even when life seems unpromising, for we tell ourselves that 

through God it will all blossom. For, as St Paul says, God is ‘the God who 

gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.’ 

That is what we call faith. It means pinning your hopes on Jesus in the 

winter, confident that he is the bearer of winter and spring. 
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Lent 2020 
 

Ash Wednesday (February 26th) 

 

7.00pm Deanery Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes at St Mary’s Sweffling 

 

Compline and Devotional Address every Monday at 7.00pm at St Mary’s 

Sweffling 

 

“Gospel People” 

 

March 2nd Mary 

 

March 9th Disciples 

 

March 16th Outcasts 

 

March 23rd Women and Children 

 

March 30th Pharisees 

 

Martin 

 Up-Date on the Benefice  
'Gambian School Running Water Project' 

 

We are pleased to report that the Benefice Project is progressing well. 

Our money took some time to be available and eventually arrived in the 

middle of the rainy season. 

 

After the wet season the School waited until the children were on holiday 

before bringing in the heavy boring equipment to drill down to the water 

table. 

Having pumped out all the dirty water they have bought a generator to pump 

clean water into a storage tank which is currently being put into place. 

 

There are 2 videos showing this progress and a few photos. The images all 

look very basic, but it is an important step for the improved health and 

welfare of the children. 
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Dr Yahya Bojang and all the staff of the Subaa Nursery School, Fulakunda 

are extremely grateful for the generosity of all the 6 churches. They have also 

sent a video showing the children thanking us all in a song! 

 
 
SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 

SPONSORED BIKE RIDE 2019 

 

This year the Bike Ride also known as Ride & Stride has raised £ 127,000 

with a little more to come. This is a fine sum, although down on last year's 

total of £ 135,000. Gift Aid tax recovery adds another £ 18,000. A 

magnificent effort by all who rode, manned the churches or sponsored so 

generously . In addition the Classic Car Rally held the same day raised a 

further £ 11,000, so in all we have kept up the fund raising total for the year, 

all of which goes back to our churches and chapels. Although numbers are 

down again, and many other charities compete for support, it continues to be 

a successful and much loved event, and Suffolk still raises more than any 

other county in the land. Join us next year. 

Our Deanery Loes raised £ 10, 256, one of the highest in the Diocese. Our 

Jill and Geoffrey Abbott 
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Benefice scored as follows: 

Badingham £ 730 

Bruisyard 176 

Cransford 785 

Dennington 395 

Rendham 1959 

Sweffling 0* 

Total £ 4036 ( last year £ 3924 ) 

Our star is again a certain doctor of Rendham whose yearly heroic 

performance is an inspiration. Many thanks to him and all who took 

part. 

Patrick Grieve  

Loes Area Organiser 

* Unfortunately no-one was available to cycle for Sweffling this year, although the 

church was open for visiting cyclists” 

 

Food Bank in Badingham Church 

Thank you to everyone who took the trouble to bring donations for the 

Food Bank to the Church before Christmas. We had a fantastic 

response and delivered seven large carrier bags of goods to the Depot 

in Eye where they were very gratefully received. 

Thanks! Best wishes and Happy New Year 

Patricia 

 
Christmas 2019 
Carol singing in the Badingham White Horse on 19th December was 

as always very enjoyable, a chance to choose and sing our favourite 

carols together, made more enjoyable by the lovely sausage rolls and 

mince pies which Lisa and Mark kindly supplied to us. 

We collected £145.59 for The Children's Society. 

Thank you Lisa and Mark for hosting the event, Victor and Rachel for 

the music and thank you everyone who came along to support the 

event. 

Crib Service in Badingham Church on Christmas Eve was once again a 

busy but very enjoyable time, when we took time, to remember the 

special birthday that we were all celebrating.  The youngest members 



of the congregation lighting the candles on the Advent ring and 

forming a tableau of The Nativity.  Once again we sang well loved 

carols and were read the story of Christ's birth.  Afterwards we shared 

a glass of warm fruit punch and mince pie together. 

A further £73.42 was collected for The Children's Society which 

means that we will be able to send a total of £219.01 to help with the 

valuable work that the society do. 

Thank you bell ringers for welcoming the congregation, Victor, 

Rachel, Asher and Grace for the music and everyone who helped. 

 

VICTORY in EUROPE - VE DAY - FRIDAY 8th MAY 2020 
 

This year is the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  It falls on a Friday and 

the early Spring Bank Holiday has therefore been moved to the Friday, 

making a 3 day weekend, so that events celebrating the occasion can 

continue over 3 days. 

 

We are hoping to mount an exhibition in Badingham Church over the 3 

days.  It will include those who lived in Badingham and served in the 

forces but we would like it to also include stories of the families of 

people who live here now and whose family members served in some 

way at home, also people who have since lived in Badingham and who 

were part of the war. 

 

For example, when I was talking to Tish about this she told me that her 

Uncle Arthur was an air raid warden, her Auntie Edith was a part time 

ambulance driver and her Granddad was in the Observer Corps.  Her 

neighbours were special constables and in the Decontamination 

Unit.  My mother served with the Red Cross in London, sometimes 

driving the ambulances through the blackout.  Bob's dad worked on a 

large farm with his brothers who all joined up but he was not able to 

because some agricultural workers had to be kept back, however he 

drove regular supplies of food into London through out the bombing.  

Bob and Amy Bridges, who came to live in Badingham when they 

retired, are buried in the churchyard, Bob was at Dunkirk and Amy 

was one of the Land Army girls. 

 

We are sure that many of you will have similar stories, please let us 
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have them, so that they can be included in the exhibition and recognised for 

the part they played in securing our freedom. 

 

Obviously it will take time to prepare the exhibition so the sooner we have 

the information the better.  Please contact either Victor - 638357 or Ann 

638288. 
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We also hope to be able to 

offer a cup of tea / coffee 

and a cake / biscuit to our 

visitors throughout the 3 

days. 

On Sunday 10th there will 

be a service in the church 

but the time and service 

have yet to be arranged. 

Thank you. 

 

 

Bruisyard 

 
We held a Christmas Fair in St Peters on the 14th , it was well attended and 

we made £327 for the church funds , many thanks to all those who helped to 

make it a success. 

     Many thanks also for all those  who contributed to our very well attended 

crib service ,  including the super flower arrangements , Charles Seely played 

our organ brilliantly and he accompanied Suzanne Stevens wonderful 

rendering of 'Gabriel's Song' . The collection of £ 332 was donated to the 

charity 'We See Hope ' . 

    The 12th night supper was held on the 4th of January in the Village Hall, as 

always a very successful and enjoyable evening, many thanks to all who 

worked so hard to produce such a wonderful meal and especially to John and 

Teresa McKee . 

      This Sunday is 'Plough Sunday ' farming begins again, let's hope the land 

dries up a little . 

Happy New Year  

Rupert and Sally  
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CRANSFORD NEWS 

 

Now well into a new year, and indeed a new decade, it is difficult to 

recall Christmas past. Yes, it was a good one, The United Carol 

Service at St Peter's in mid December was packed with hardly a spare 

seat, and the singing lusty and joyful. Mulled wine and mince pies 

disappeared fast. Christmas Day again saw a full church with several 

families filling the pews with young. It was the bleak mid winter, but 

frosty winds did not make moan. Perhaps that will be next month. The 

garden, and in particular the fruit trees are crying out for some hard 

frost, as is the land. 

Glenda Thirkell who moved to Surrey to be near her daughter tells us 

she is now settled and happy after the wrench of leaving Cransford 

after 40 years. She and David were great supporters of our church, and 

their good singing voices are missed. She returns to the village twice a 

year to see old friends. 

I hope many will agree that the last decade was a good one for them, in 

spite of uncertainties and upheavals in a turbulent world. My advice is 

do not leave Suffolk, or even cross the Orwell Bridge unless you have 

to. What about the next decade ? I for one am full of hope. 

Patrick 

Dennington 
Christmas seems a long time ago now but thank you very much to 

everyone for decorating the church so beautifully – it really did look 

wonderful.  There were lots of people at our candlelit carol service and 

thank you so much to all the readers and to all those who brought 

along mince pies and biscuits.   

The Holy communion service on Christmas Day was also very well 

attended. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Easter Day is on 12th April  

THE PLANT SALE   

The Plant Sale will be on Saturday 25th April.  More details to follow 

but please put the date in your diaries. 

Veronica 
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Sweffling 
Our two Christmas Markets, one in Framlingham and the other in Sweffling, and 

the Christmas Brass Band Concert were very well supported. All of them were 

most enjoyable events and over £1200 was raised for Church Funds. 

The Church was beautifully decorated for the Christmas services, thank you to 

all  who helped. There was a good congregation for  Service of Nine lessons and 

Carols by candlelight and everyone enjoyed hearing the Christmas story unfold and 

singing familiar carols. Many thanks to Charles and the Benefice Choir who 

enriched the congregational singing and also beautifully sang three choir 

items.  The Benefice Midnight service of Holy Communion on Christmas Eve was 

also well supported and was peaceful start and a reminder of the real meaning of 

Christmas. 

UP-COMING EVENT  COFFEE and PANCAKES on February 29th in Sweffling 

Hut, between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon. Enjoy freshly made pancakes and freshly 

brewed coffee/tea with good company. Proceeds to the British Heart Foundation. 

LENT SOUP LUNCH on March 28th in Sweffling Hut  between 12.00 noon and 

2.00 p.m. A wide choice of home-made soups, including vegetarian and gluten-free 

options, and bread.  Proceeds to the hospital we support in The Gambia to help 

provide anti-malarials and other essential drugs and mosquito nets. 

EASTER WEEKEND: Lily Festival in St. Mary’s Church. Liles given in memory 

of  family and friends. Church open  Easter Sunday and Monday. 

 

St Michael's Church Rendham 

Churchwardens' Report 
 

We were amazed and delighted at the amount raised on this year's SHCT Bike  

Ride and would like to thank all the riders and especially Dr  

Richard Shattock for their outstanding effort.  We held a very happy  

Christmas Market on 7th December which many people came to and which raised  

over £700.  The Village Hall was brilliantly decorated and the presence of  

Santa was much appreciated.  Many thanks to all who made it happen.  On  

Thursday 19 December the Benefice Choir sang carols in the White Horse as we  

have done for so many years.  Thanks to Paul and Lisa for the delicious  

mince pies .  Our Christmas Day service of Holy Communion was taken by Prof.  

John Tesh and was well attended.  The lovely Christmas tree and the two  

trees in the porch were beautifully decorated and the festive floral  

arrangements in red and green were a joy to behold.  Our thanks to all those  

who made these gorgeous arrangements.  Our thanks too to the Bell Ringers  

who ding dong merrily on high enhancing our services.  

We wish you all a rather belated Happy New Year! 

 

Charles and Frances 
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Services for March 2020 
Sunday 1st 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Lent 1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am CW  Holy Communion  Badingham  

     

Sunday 8th 9.30am CW Communion Cransford  

Lent 2 9.30am BCP Matins Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

Sunday 15th None See services below Dennington  

Lent 3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Sweffling  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard  

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham  

      

Sunday 22nd None See services below  Badingham  

Lent 4 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  
Mothering Sunday 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington   

     

British Summer Time begins at 01.00  

Sunday  29th 11.00am Benefice Service Dennington 

Lent 5    

    

PalmSunday 5th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

 April 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

 11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham  

     



Palm Sunday April 5 :1st Sunday so, Services as usual 

April 9th Maundy Thursday 7.30pm 

Holy Communion at Bruisyard 

 

April 10th :10am Good Friday Service and Procession 

with Cransford  Christian Fellowship to St Peter's 

Cransford 

 

Sunday April 12 Easter Day 

    Badingham   8.00am Holy Communion      

    Cransford     9.30am Holy Communion      

    Bruisyard     9.30am Holy Communion     

    Rendham      11am Holy Communion       

    Dennington  11am Holy Communion        

    Sweffling     5pm Festival Evensong and Holy   

    Communion         



Miraiker's  

'When Puppets Rule the World'  
 

A satirical look at events around the world with puppets, made by 

Miraiker, of world leaders and political figures. 

 

February 8th Bruisyard Village Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. Cost £10.00 

including Ploughmans Supper. Bar open 

 

Please book tickets with : 

Teresa 01728 663515 or Albert 01728 663567.  

Pay on the door. 


