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Services for December 2019 
Sunday   1st 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Advent Sunday  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am CW  Holy Communion  Badingham  

     

Sunday 8th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford  

Advent 2 9.30am Matins Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /M-Prayer Dennington  

      

Sunday 15th 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard  

Advent 3 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling  

  10.00am  Christingle Service Badingham  

Correction  3.00pm United Carol Service             St Peter’s Cransford 

  5.00pm Carol Service Dennington  

      

Sunday 22nd None See services below  Badingham  

Advent 4 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

  5.00pm Carols by Candlelight.  Sweffling  

      

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib Service Badingham  

  5.00pm Crib Service Bruisyard  

  11.30pm Benefice Midnight 

Communion  

Sweffling  

Christmas Day  
  9.30am Christmas Communion Cransford  

  9.30am Christmas Com. by Ext. Bruisyard  

  11.00am Christmas Com. By Ext. Rendham  

  10.00am Christmas Com. By Ext. Badingham  

  11.00am Christmas Communion Dennington  

      

Sunday 29th 11.00am Benefice Service Cransford  

Christmas  2  CW Holy  Communion   
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 
 
From earliest days members of professions and trades have chosen 

a saint (and sometimes more than one) to watch over their various 

activities and to put in a good word for them with the Almighty in 

times of stress and hardship. There are other saints who 

traditionally many Christians can call upon in a similar or 

supportive role. Probably the best known is Saint Christopher 

before we set off on a long journey or Saint Anthony of Padua 

when that which was lost has not been found. Then there is Saint 

Teresa of Avila, if we are constantly troubled by headaches.  

One of the saints whose feast day occurs this month is Saint Lucy. 

Her concern is for people with eye problems. The justification for 

this, as so often seems to be the case with early saints is 

apocryphal. Under torture for her Christian beliefs, Lucy’s eyes 

were gouged out and then miraculously restored. Only two things 

for certain are known about her: she was martyred at Syracuse in 

Sicily and canonised in about 304AD. 

One legend about her is particularly 

attractive. She is said to have brought food 

each night to fellow Christians hiding from 

persecution in the underground caves. To 

leave both her hands free she placed 

candles in her hair and this crown of light 

must have shone like a halo. Whatever the 

foundation of this story, the tradition is 

maintained in Sweden to this day. On 

December 13th girls dress themselves in 

white robes with a red sash and put on a 

headdress of seven lighted candles. After a 
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procession through the streets they visit hospitals, orphanages and 

old peoples’ homes, spreading a message of light and joy. Can it 

be coincidence that the name Lucy is derived from the Latin word 

meaning ‘light’? 
Saint Lucy’s visit to the caves can be seen as symbolic of bringing 

light not only into the dark places of the world but also into the 

dark places of the souls, where sorrow and sickness, depression 

and despair, can lurk. Light, of course, associated with Advent is 

the gradual coming of the light as we light the Advent Candles 

each Sunday. Today there seems to be as much darkness in the 

world as there was in biblical times. I do not refer to the darkness 

of night or deep forests or unlit alleys, but the darkness which 

covers all that is cruel, corrupt and contemptible. Much candle-

power is needed to disperse it and every Christian is committed to 

the task. We need light not just to see what we are doing and 

where we are going but also to recognise in the faces of those 

around us where help or comfort or encouragement would be 

welcome. We need the light of discernment to distinguish between 

good and evil, between loving-kindness and self-interest. Above 

all, we need the light which, like a lighthouse, enables us to check 

our course through the seas of life and warns us of the rocks and 

hazards: the light of Christ and his Gospel. The light of Jesus will 

never be extinguished, however much it be ignored. 
 

Christmas Carols in Badingham White Horse 

 

Community Carol singing will be in 

The White Horse 

on Thursday 19th December 

at 6.30pm for approximately 1 hour 

Hosted by Lisa and Mark, 

Everyone is welcome - come and join us. 

A collection will be taken at the end for The Children's Society  
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Bruisyard News 

 

The harvest festival supper held in the village hall on the 26th October 

was most enjoyable and successful, many thanks for all those who 

contributed, especially John and Teresa McKee. 

There will be a Christmas coffee morning in Bruisyard Church on 

Saturday the 14th of December , between 10 am - 12 noon . There will be 

seasonal refreshments , a grand draw tombola Christmas stall, books and 

Carols, all are very welcome. 

There will also be an 'After Christmas dinner' in the village hall on the 

4th of January. 

There will also be the crib service at St. Peter's on 24th December at 

5pm , and communion by extension  on the 25th at 9.30 am , everyone are 

welcome. 

 Happy Christmas  
Rupert and Sally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a 

FOOD BANK COLLECTION POINT 

in St John the Baptist Church, Badingham between 1st & 22nd December. 

 

All donations will then be delivered to the Area Depot where they will be 

used to help local people in crisis 

Suggested items needed are:- 

All tinned goods 

Tea/Coffee/Sugar 

Long Life Fruit Juice 

Cereal 

Tinned puddings/Custard 

Pasta Sauce 

Personal hygiene items 
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Rendham Report 
 

On 29 September we celebrated our Harvest Festival with a service of Choral 

Evensong, taken by the Rev Martin Percival. The choir sang two pieces: Thou 

visiteth the earth and Hark, hark my soul. After the service a delicious  Harvest 

supper was enjoyed by 30  people. Many thanks to everyone who created the 

flower arrangements in the  church, and to those who organised the cooking of 

the supper and the clearing up afterwards. 

On 10th  November our traditional Service of Remembrance took place, 

conducted by Prof John Tesh. Lesley and Richard read the names of those from 

Rendham and Sweffling who gave their lives in the two wars, and Denis placed 

the wreath on the War Memorial, and spoke the time honoured words.  Other 

well chosen readings were given by Jo, Suzanne, Anne and Eleanore and the 

church looked beautiful with arrangements of poppies and red roses. The 

collection for the Royal British Legion amounted to £110. 

We have had all the church windows professionally cleaned and the result is 

amazing. 

On Christmas Day our service of Holy Communion (by extension) will be at 

11.00 am and will be taken by Prof John Tesh. 

Just a reminder that our Christmas Market and coffee morning will take place in 

the village hall on Saturday 7th December at 9.30 am to 12 noon. All are 

warmly welcome, do please come. 'Lovely wreaths and cakes are available to be  

ordered. Please ring 01728663737' 
Charles and Frances 

 

The Benefice Choir will be singing carols in  

Rendham White Horse on  

Thursday December 19th at 8.00 p.m.      

All invited. 

 

Cransford News 

 

Our Remembrance Day service was well attended and the names of the fallen 

for Cransford and Bruisyard were read out. Almost none of those who served in 

the last war are still with us, and indeed there are few who have ever worn 

uniform, as the last of the National Service generation are now in their eighties. 

We must never forget, and have to be reminded of the horrors of war. 

Christmas Services 

On Sunday the 15th of December, it is our turn to host the United Carol Service 



at St Peter's, when we are joined by our friends from the Christian 

Fellowship Church, The service of carols and readings starts at 3 pm. 

Do join us with all the family. Mulled wine and mince pies afterwards. 

There will be no service on 22nd of December 

There will be Holy Communion on Christmas Day at the usual time of 

9.30. All are welcome. 

The good cheer and hearty feasts of the season should fortify us all for 

the icy blasts, rigours and uncertainties that lie ahead. 

 

Patrick 

 

Sweffling 
 

Harvest Thanksgiving in Sweffling:  

 On Sunday October 6th  the Church was beautifully decorated with 

flowers, berries, fruits and vegetables to celebrate the Harvest.  The 

Benefice Choir led the singing of well-loved harvest hymns and the 

Rev. Martin Percival conducted the Thanksgiving service of Holy 

Communion.  In his sermon he reminded us of our responsibility to 

take care of our planet, which is slowly being contaminated and 

destroyed by the greed and selfishness of mankind.  It was a powerful 

message to all of us to cherish God’s gifts, not to squander or pollute 

them.  The Harvest Lunch followed in Sweffling Hut and a two-course 

delicious meal was served, followed by tea or coffee.  After lunch the 

harvest produce was auctioned and the raffle was drawn.  Thanks to 

everyone’s generosity the profit from the lunch amounted to an 

amazing £437.50 and this has been sent to TEAR Fund to help with 

famine relief. We have received a letter from TEAR fund thanking 

Sweffling for this very generous donation. 

Saturday November 30th from 10.00am. to 12.00 noon: Christmas 

Brunch and Market in Sweffling Hut.   Bacon (and egg) rolls, 

freshly brewed tea and coffee. Christmas stalls, including hand crafted 

and turned wooden Christmas tree decorations, Christmas door wreaths 

and table decorations, cakes and produce, jewellery, bric-a-brac. All 

invited - come and join with friends for breakfast.  Proceeds to Church 

Funds. 

Friday December 6th 7.30 p.m.: Annual Christmas Brass 

concert in St. Mary’s Church.    Leiston Royal British Legion Brass 
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band will play a selection of popular band and Christmas music, including 

Carols.  Just the event to start the Christmas season!!  Admission  £8.00 

from Diana (663578) or Sheila (663518) to include interval refreshments.    

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 

Sunday December 22nd 5.00 pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in 

St. Mary’s Church: followed by refreshments.  All invited. 
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Tuesday December 24th 11.30 p.m.:   

Benefice Christmas Eve Midnight Holy Communion, 

St. Mary’s Church, Sweffling.   

Join us for a time of peace, remembering the true 

meaning of Christmas,  

before the frenzy and excitement of Christmas Day.   

 

Badingham 

Badingham Harvest Festival and Harvest Lunch, which seems 

a long time ago now, were both very happy and enjoyable.  Thank 

you everyone who helped to decorate the Church and who helped 

prepare a delicious lunch and everyone who came along and 

supported. 

The harvest produce was taken to The Salvation Army Cafe in 

Woodbridge.  The lunch made a profit of £313.00, of which 

£31.00 was sent to the local Parkinson's Society Group 

 
 

Gather Together on Sunday 15th December 

10 am will be our  

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

Ever different - ever the same 

come and join us to make your Christingle 

and remember the world and 

Jesus who is The Light of the World 

 

Followed by coffee / juice and biscuits 



Crib Service 
Tuesday 24th December - Christmas Eve - at 4 pm 

We have our annual Crib Service 

to celebrate the coming of Jesus 

Service lasts about 30 - 40 mins 

and is followed by hot punch and 

mince pies 

Everyone is very welcome, do 

come along join us  
If you or someone you know 

would like to take part,  

being part of the nativity tableau,  

playing, singing or reading get in 

touch with Tanya 663992 or  

Ann 638288 

 

Badingham Christmas Sale and Coffee Morning 

Once again, thanks to so many of you lovely Badingham People, 

our Christmas Sale was a great success.  We had some lovely gifts, 

amazing cakes and delicious bacon rolls which, I am told, could be 

smelt cooking all along Riverside.  As always it was a happy, busy 

morning with a lovely atmosphere.  Lots of people from 

Framlingham and some of the surrounding villages remarked that 

they always look forward to Badingham's Christmas Sale, it is of 

course because we do have so many lovely people in Badingham. 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated gifts, baking, draw 

prizes, plants and anything else, to everyone who helped and to 

everyone who came along, your support is very much 

appreciated.  We made an amazing £725.78. of which 10% will be 

sent to the local Parkinson's group which we are supporting 

through our fund raising this year. 
 

Ann Foster 

for Badingham P.C.C. 
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Dennington 

 
On 13th October we had our Harvest Festival with the church looking 

absolutely wonderful – thank you so much to everyone who helped to 

make it look so beautiful, and thank you to everyone who came.    The 

service was followed by a delicious supper at White House Farm which 

was a great get together. Very many thanks to Julie and Roy Steward for 

hosting us and to Penny and Nick Watts. 

  

The Remembrance Day service was very well attended and it was lovely 

to see so many people – young and old – in church.  The collection of 

£170 went to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

 

Christmas dates for the Diary 

2nd  December at 8.00 Holy Communion  

9th  December at 11.00 am - Family Service – do come along if you can 

(half an hour followed by refreshments) 

15th  December at 5.00 pm – Carol Service, followed by mince pies and 

mulled wine. 

 

Christmas Day service will be at 11.00 am with Martin Percival taking 

the service.. 
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Services for January 2020 
Sunday 5th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Christmas 2 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am CW  Holy Communion  Badingham  

     

Sunday 12th 9.30am Trad Communion Cransford  

Epiphany  1 9.30am Matins Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

Sunday 19th None See services below Dennington  

Epiphany 2 9.30am Epiphany readings & 

Carols 

Sweffling  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard  

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham  

      

Sunday 26th None See services below  Badingham  

Epiphany 3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington   

     

Sunday 2nd  February      

Epiphany 4 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  Candlemas  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

 11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham  

     
Articles for publication should be with the editor by the 15th of the preceding  month.  

 

Editor:  Victor Warne  5 Mill Road Badingham Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8LG 
01728 638357 or Email copy in the text, not attach:   suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com   

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any item submitted. 

 
A copy of this LINK is available by Email. It is updated and in colour with electronic Links to other publications  and 

videos. If your computer is on line, click on the coloured  text to activate that link. Happy browsing! 

To receive the electronic copy, send your Email address to suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com 
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