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Services for June 2019 
Sunday 2nd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

Ascension 1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

  9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am CW  Communion  Badingham  

      

Whit Sunday 9th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford  

Pentecost  9.30am Matins Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

None See services below Dennington  Trinity Sunday 16th 

  9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling  

 9.30am BCP  Holy Communion Bruisyard  

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham  

      

Sunday 23th None See services below  Badingham  

Trinity 1 9.30am Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

      

Sunday  30th 10.00am Benefice Service Badingham  

Trinity 2  Holy Communion   

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 

In many Churches the day of Pentecost was marked with an important 

question: what does it mean to have the Holy Spirit within us? What 

difference does he make to our lives? 

One of the things that the Church has been reflecting upon for some 

considerable time is how we move from ‘maintenance’ to ‘mission’. Having 

come through an important time of dealing with all kinds of ‘in-house’ 

issues, the time is now right to allow God, who always looks outwards, to 

draw our attention away from ourselves and think, once again, about our 

neighbours and friends, those with whom we want to share our Easter 

message of new life and hope. 

It is tempting, whenever we think of such words as ‘mission’ or ‘outreach’ 

immediately to start planning activities and events to which we can invite 

people. Such initiatives are a great way of welcoming newcomers… as long 

as they respond to the invitation! 

We have to be careful, however, not to become so busy that we have no 

room in our lives for the ordinary meetings: conversations at the school 

gates, walking the dog, and bumping into people in the shops or the Post 

Office. These moments are not perhaps as focussed as special services and 

events, and yet they are probably more important because they are when 

people see us as we are. It is not just when we talk openly about Jesus – or 

get the vicar to do so – that people encounter the Good News. 

The exciting fact of Pentecost (not just a single day in history but an 

ongoing event) is that Christ is with us, present even when we are least 

aware of him. What people see is much more than our words or our actions. 

What often leaves an impression is what we are like to be with. All those 

who are in Christ have this promise: that the Holy Spirit is in us, and is 

therefore present in every encounter that others have with us. It could even 

be said that the more we are truly ourselves with people, the more they will 

see of Jesus, through his Spirit. 

Here are some quotations to think about over the next month: 

A reflection of Christ is in us… So many people on earth radiate the 

holiness of Christ without realizing it and perhaps without daring to believe 

it. And it is better that way. 

        Br Roger of Taizé (1915-2005) 
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CRANSFORD NEWS    

 

Easter seems a long time ago, when the icy east wind gave way to a golden 

foretaste of summer. The Procession between our two churches on Good 

Friday was well attended, and our thanks to the our friends at the Christian 

Fellowship who provided tea and hot cross buns afterwards. Summer has 

arrived , and as I write this I have heard the cuckoo twice, swifts and 

martins have been seen around, and there is a nightingale singing in the 

wood nearby.. 

Create peace within yourself and thousands will find salvation around you. 

        St Seraphim of Sarov (1754-1833 
 

Holy Spirit, life that gives life,  

moving all things,  

rooted in all beings;  

you cleanse all things of impurity,  

wiping away sins,  

and anointing wounds,  

this is radiant, laudable life,  

awakening and re-awakening  

every thing. 

 

        Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179 



Our church has been covered in dust sheets and out of action as the nave is 

redecorated. There was much plaster that needed renewing which made it a 

longer job than anticipated. We had to relocate our Communion service in 

May to St Mary's Sweffling , which was well attended as some of their 

congregation joined us. It was a happy occasion, we should do it more 

often. Our thanks to John and Sheila who kindly acted as our hosts. We 

trust that the next service we will see us once more at a spruce and 

gleaming St Peter's. Our thanks to Glenda Thirkell who assisted with the 

expense, in memory of David who died ten years ago. 

Many but not all in the village were disappointed that the Planners turned 

down again a proposal to build some housing units on the Street Farm 

poultry site. This is a nuisance to those who live next to it, and we do need 

more housing, but it seems the Planners have other priorities 

Patrick 

 

Badingham 

A Polite Request 

 

Our churchyard is a lovely place to spend time and to walk in and is 

enjoyed by many, but this is a plea to those who walk with their dogs, to 

make sure they clear up after their dogs.  It really is not very nice to step 

into a pile of dog poo.  When you have cleared up please either take your 

plastic bag home with you or put it in one of the proper dog poo bins 

provided in the village, don't leave it laying in the grass to be strewn 

everywhere when the grass is cut or strimmed and don't put it in the brown 

bins, because the refuse collectors will not empty them if they have plastic 

in, sorting through them is a horrible job. 

Most people are extremely responsible and leaving a mess is perhaps just 

an oversight, but please try to be aware and think of those who have the 

task of cleaning up. 

 

Thank you. 

Badingham P.C.C. 
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Spring Concert 
Once again The Amos Ensemble gave us a most wonderful afternoon 

of music, what a joy to listen to such lovely music and so beautifully 

played. 

It was also a great social occasion with so many people enjoying a chat 

over their tea and cakes that the interval extended from the proposed 

20 minutes to 35 minutes 

Thank you so much to all of you who helped with baking and on the 

afternoon, to all of you who came and most especially to the musicians 

who so kindly gave up their time to help us raise money for the upkeep 

of our church.  £595 was raised. 

 

 

 

Gather Together continues with our theme this year of journeys 

 on Sunday June 16th and Sunday July 21st 

at 10 am 

for about 30 mins 

a relaxed and informal service for everyone  

followed by coffee / juice and biscuits. 

Everyone is most welcome, please join us if you can. 

 

Bruisyard 
We are glad to report that our organ has been mended, and that Charles 

Seely is back playing it for us. 

The DAC have visited and  given us permission to start work on laying 

bricks on the porch floor, but we await the revised faculty for this 

work. The re-plastering  of both the chancel arch and west window 

arch has started, but the chancel arch has to dry in order to replace the 

stone work above it. We are also waiting for the faculty to repair and 

restore the reredos, the Coat of Arms, and to repaint the outside of the 

church. Meanwhile the church remains locked except during our usual 

services. 

Many thanks to Patrick Grieve who gave a very interesting talk about 

the church history to a U3A group last month. 

 

Rupert and Sally 



St Michael’s Rendham 

Churchwardens’ Report 
  

On Easter Sunday the service began with the reading of the names of 

those who were commemorated in the inspiring arrangements of 

lilies.  The sixty names were read out with beautiful clarity by Lesley 

Bennion and Richard Stevens.  The choir then sang This Joyful 

Eastertide, and the service, which was conducted by the Rev. Martin 

Percival, proceeded with the familiar Easter hymns.  The choir anthem 

was God so loved the world by john Stainer. The large congregation 

made our Easter service a truly memorable one.  On 26 April a party of 

about 20 from U3A led by Canon John and Mrs Tipping, visited St 

Michael’s and enjoyed learning about our treasures before they 

departed to see the churches of Sweffling and Great Glemham. We 

would like to thank them for the very generous donation which they 

made to our church funds. On 1st May your churchwardens attended 

the Archdeacon's Visitation service at All Saints, Wickham Market, 

where their re-commissioning took place.  We would like to offer our 

sympathy to Jonathan, Suzanne and Richard Stevens on the passing of 

Mrs Vivienne Stevens, known and loved by so many in Rendham and 

Sweffling. Our thoughts are also with Jane Stanford and her family for 

the loss of Rodney. 

Charles and Frances 

  

 

Sweffling 
 

Easter Lily Festival: 
At Easter, the church was decorated with 90 longiflorum, oriental and 

arum lilies, given in memory of family and friends. The names to be 

remembered were written on a  beautifully decorated scroll and these 

were read out during our service of Evensong on Easter Day. The 

beauty and the scent of the lilies were amazing!   In addition an Easter 

garden was created in church which was greatly admired by 

congregation and visitors alike.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

prepare the church for this special Festival.            

Thank you! 
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Jonathan Tesh would like to thank everyone who sponsored him when he 

took part in the London Marathon on April 28th.  He successfully completed 

the course in a time of 5 hrs 30 minutes.  His chosen charity is Wellchild, a 

charity which helps support children with severe chronic illnesses in their 

own homes rather than spending their lives in hospital.  He was so far raised 

almost £2000 but his webpage is still open if anyone would like to contribute, 

please go to www.virginmoneygiving.com/jonathantesh. 

 

 

 

Benefice Gambian project:   

 
 For 12 years Sweffling has been supporting Medical centres in 

The Gambia to help provide medicines and mosquito nets. 

This year the six churches in our benefice are joining together to 

support a one-off project to raise £2500 to give the Subaa Nursery 

School in Brikama, The Gambia, running water by drilling a bore-

hole.  This new school of two classrooms has toilets but no 

running water!  We are responding to a cry for help from Dr. 

Yahya Bojang our contact in The Gambia and Rev. Martin 

Percival has agreed that the 6 churches in The Upper Alde 

Benefice could help. 

The project gets off to a flying start on Saturday 8th June with an 

authentic Gambian Meal of Chicken Yassa with rice followed by 

fruits of The Gambia for dessert.  There will then be an illustrated 

talk by Geoffrey Abbott on Wildlife and the People of The 

Gambia.   

Tickets are available from Jill Abbott 663402 at £10 p.p.  Please 

book by the end of May.  There are limited places for the supper 

which is at Sweffling Hut. 

Sheila 
 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/jonathantesh
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Dennington 
 

Easter seems rather a long time ago now but many thanks to Reverend 

Brynn Bayman who came to take our service.  The church was looking 

wonderful with a lovely Easter Tree and an Easter Garden created by 

children from the school and beautiful flowers – thank you so much to 

everyone who helped to decorate. 

  

The Plant Sale on 27th April was a huge success raising over £1300 for the 

church.  Despite the cold and windy day we had such a large turnout and it 

was really lovely to see so many people.  Very many thanks to Celia and 

Peter Reeve for the enormous amount of hard work in making it all 

possible.  Thank you to everyone else involved by helping out on the day 

and to all those who contributed plants, cards, cakes etc. towards the sale. 

And of course, thank you to everyone who came to visit us. 

10 
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Services for July 2019 
Sunday 7th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Trinity 3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

  11.00am CW Holy Communion  Badingham  

     

     

Sunday  14th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion  Cransford  

Trinity 4 9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham  

  11.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham  

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

Sunday 21st None See services below Dennington  

Trinity 5 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard  

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham  

      

Sunday  28th None See services below  Badingham  

Trinity 6 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham  

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington 

      

Sunday 4th Aug 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Trinity 7 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling  

 11.00am CW Holy Communion  Badingham  



 


