
 

Church News and Views for the Parishes 

of 

Badingham Bruisyard Cransford Dennington Rendham & Sweffling  

"Rabboni"  



Services for April 2019 
Monday 1st 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 

      

Sunday 7th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington MP 

Lent 5 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham MP 

     

Monday 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 8th 

     

Palm Sunday 14th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Lent 6 9.30am Matins Rendham Eld 

  11.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham MP 

  11.00am Family Service  Dennington Eld 

      

Thursday 18th 7.00pm Eucharist Bruisyard MP 

      

Good Friday 19th 10.00am Procession from St Peter’s 

for Morning Service at  

Chapel 

Cransford  

      

08.00am CW   Communion   Badingham MP Easter Sunday 21st 

  9.30am Communion by Extension Cransford JT 

 9.30am BCP  Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

  11.00am Eucharist Rendham MP 

  11.00am Family Communion Dennington BB 

  5.00pm Evensong +  Holy 

Communion 

Sweffling  

      

Low Sunday 28th None See services below  Badingham  

Easter 1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington MP 
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 

 

What difference does Easter make anyway? 
It makes a lot of difference to those who are in touch enough with reality to 

take life and death seriously. It made a lot of difference to a very real 

woman named Mary. This is her story. 
Mary had the heart-wrenching honour of washing the dried blood from 

Jesus' lifeless body as two other followers prepared the tomb cut into 

Jerusalem's cold limestone. Mary wept as she washed--wept and 

remembered.... 
She had been born to luxury, heiress to a textile fortune, a native of 

Magdala, a town along the coast of Galilee. "Little good it did me," she 

mused. Money had brought the opposite of happiness. She look back at her 

teen years as a blur of painful, compulsive acting out. Her parents had 

thrown up their hands in despair, she recalled. She recollected the gnawing 

fear, the self-loathing that ate at her very core. And she could remember the 

caring boldness in Jesus' penetrating eyes as he had confronted the demons 

that tormented her and commanded them to be gone forever. That had been 

the last of the frantic, distraught Mary. A gentle, peace-filled Mary had 

taken her place. Until today. 

Today she had seen her Lord die an 

excruciating death, his body weight 

hanging limp from the nails driven 

through his hands and feet, 

suspended from a cross like a 

common criminal. 

Her heart caught in her throat as she remembered and wept and washed 

away the caked blood with her tears. She wept, too, as she watched the men 

lift Jesus' corpse onto the tomb's carved ledge, and roll a massive stone 

across the doorway. 
Was all her hope for nothing? What of all the thousands of diseased bodies 
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he had healed? The broken lives he had restored? The promises of the 

Kingdom of God? 

But early Sunday morning she was 

back at the tomb to finish 

anointing his body.  

When she arrived the tomb stood 

open, stone pushed to the side, 

ashes of the Roman guards' watch 

fire still smouldering. "How can 

they be so cruel?" she cried as she 

ran to tell the apostles. So cruel. 

But it wasn't cruelty that rolled away the stone that Easter morning. It was 

the powerful hand of God as Jesus Christ stepped forth brimming with 

Life. 
Mary saw him, mistaking him for the gardener. But there was no mistaking 

his familiar voice--"Mary." She fell at his feet, tears of grief melting into 

tears of joy. "Rabboni," she said as she looked into his face. "Teacher." 
Yes, Easter bunnies still capture the hearts of children a but you and I 

know what really happened on Easter. 
In an instant history changed forever, because where once the human 

mortality rate had held stead at 100%, now it skipped a beat as Jesus, 

Saviour of all mankind, stepped out of dead statistics into life. Death is the 

last word no longer for Jesus' followers, life is. 
"Jesus," Mary would tell us, "He changed my life." And millions around 

the globe would echo, "Mine, too. He touched my life, too." 
For while religious leaders have come and gone, the fact remains: only 

One stepped forth from the tomb. Only One has risen from the dead. Only 

One has conquered death. Only One offers the promise of eternal life to 

those who follow him. 
"I am the resurrection and the life," Jesus said. "He who believes in me will 

live, even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never 

die." 
So why do Jesus' followers gather in churches on Easter morning? To 

show off their Easter finery? God forbid. Rather 

 

To celebrate the victory of Life over death, 

 



To help their children and grandchildren share their faith that Jesus is 

alive, and 

 

To declare that Jesus Christ is Lord indeed! 

 

We hope you'll join us and millions of Christians around the world this 

Easter Sunday. 

 

Martin 
 
 

Lent 2019 
 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday which this year was  March 6th.  

This year, unlike previous years when we have held a series of discussion 

groups, we held a service of Compline at 7.00pm on the Monday evenings 

in St Mary's Sweffling at which there was a devotional address. The future 

two being:- 

April 1st Love one another 

April 8th Do this. 

 

 

Bruisyard 

The plaster covering St Peter’s chancel arch has been removed to assess 

the work needed, and has revealed large areas of structural damage. Our 

architect and structural engineer have submitted reports, prior to the 

necessary repair work, which we hope will commence shortly, therefore 

the scaffolding remains in situ preventing the church from being open at all 

times. 

There will be a Holy Communion service at 7pm on Maundy Thursday 

(18th April) and we will be celebrating Holy Communion on Easter Day at 

9.30 am. 

 

We hope you all have a Happy Easter 

Rupert and Sally 
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Badingham 

Saint John the Baptist Church 

Badingham 

Sunday April 21st - EASTER DAY  

Holy Communion with hymns - 8.00 am 

Gather Together - 'An Easter Celebration' 10 am 

followed by coffee and chocolate 

Everyone will have a warm welcome to either or both of the services 

We look forward to seeing you 

CONCERT 

in Saint John the Baptist Church 

Badingham 

Tickets £10 to include tea and cake from 

Tanya 638984, Ann 638288 and Badingham Shop and Cafe 

The previous concert by The Amos Ensemble  

gave us a wonderful afternoon of music in the church -  

as many of you will remember—be sure not to miss it this time. 

 

[Please make a note that for Sunday 12th May  we will have our Holy 

Communion service at 8.00 am instead of the usual 11.00 am.] 

 

Dennington 
 

Plant Sale 

Saturday 27th April 2019 – 9.30 am -2.30 pm 

The Plant Sale will be on Saturday 27th April and as ever there will be an 

amazing collection of plants for sale. There will also be refreshments with 

delicious cakes and goodies and, weather permitting, there will be trips to 

the top of the tower. This is always a good village get together so do come 

along if you can.  If you have any plants or cakes that you can donate they 

would be very much appreciated – please contact Celia Reeve on 01728 

638391 or bring them on the morning. 
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Easter Day 21st April  

There will be a Family Communion service at 11.00 – Rev Brynn Bayman, 

from Framlingham College, is kindly coming to take the service for us – he 

is promising “something fun for the children (and adults I hope) that 

involves chocolate Easter eggs”!  So do please come along if you can. 

 

Cransford News 

We are all fed up with winter which seems to have gone on far too long, not 

so much ice and snow, but dull windy days, and the hedgerows at the time 

of writing still fast asleep. I think it will be another fortnight before can say 

" snail is on the wing, and bird is on the thorn " as Bertie Wooster 

memorably has it. 

Arrangements for Easter provide us all with services on Easter Sunday, as 

we look forward to Martin's first Holy Week. Do join us at St Peter's for the 

annual Procession of Witness on Good Friday. Our united churches meet at 

St Peter's, and then make our way to the Christian Fellowship Church, for a 

service of prayer and reflection before the Easter festival. 

Our churchyard is a haven for wildlife, as it seems, is the church itself. In 

the past I have found a grass snake in the vestry, an event we both found 

startling.Two years ago our morning service was attended by a little owl 

which flew up and down the nave during the service, distracting to say the 

least. It flew out of the open door over night. The consolation was that there 

was no sign of bats which had been a nuisance for a year or two afterwards. 

Mice leave unmistakable evidence of their presence, especially upon their 

decease. Far worse however last December was an horrendous aroma the 

source of which was revealed upon my removing the panel from the front of 

the organ. I reached into the interior and pulled out a complete grey squirrel. 

How and why the poor beast found itself there is a mystery. Why are they 

all in our church ? I blame St Francis 

Patrick 

Rendham 

A large congregation gathered at the funeral on March 4th to say goodbye to 

Mrs Evelyn Minter who was known and loved by so many in Rendham and 

Sweffling.  On Easter Sunday, 21st April, our service of Holy Communion 



will be at 11 am. Our thanks to Victor Warne, who came over from 

Badingham to play the organ for two services for us. 

Charles and Frances 

PS  Many thanks to all the kind well-wishers, who sent such lovely cards 

and messages while I was laid up with a broken leg, which is now on the 

mend. 

Charles 

 

Sweffling 

 

The Pancakes and Coffee morning held on March 2nd raised £248 for the 

children’s charity “Wellchild” and this has been added to Jonathan Tesh’s 

Virginmoneygiving sponsorship page for his participation in the London 

Marathon on April 28th.  Jonathan would like to thank everyone who 

supported him at this very enjoyable event. 

 

There were ten different varieties of soup to enjoy at the Lent Soup Lunch 

on March 16th but only one person managed to sample all of them! The 

proceeds of the lunch, which amounted to £295, will be used to support the 

medical centres in the Gambia, which Jill and Geoffrey Abbott visited 

earlier this year.  Thank you to everyone who made the delicious soups and 

to those who came and supported the lunch.  We plan to have a Gambiam 

Dinner later in the year, so watch this space! 

 

On Saturday, March 30th, at 7.30 p.m. there will be a Supper followed by a 

Talk in Sweffling Village Hall, in aid of church funds.  The talk will be 

given by Professor Christopher Hallpike, a noted anthropologist, and is 

entitled “On the wilder shores of life - Living with unknown tribes in 

Ethiopia and Papua 50 years ago.”  It promises to be a fascinating evening 

with plenty of opportunity to ask questions.  Booking essential for catering 

purposes, contact Sheila (01728 663518) or Diana (01728 663578). 

 

Sheila 
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Renewing the Electoral Roll 2019: 

Every six years each parish is required to prepare a new electoral roll. 

A notice should be displayed on or near the main door of every Church of 

England church in the parish. This needs to be done at least two months 

before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and has to stay up for 

at least 14 days. Once the notice is up, the preparation of the new electoral 

roll begins. During the 14 days while the notice is up, whoever is conducting 

services at the church needs to announce to the congregation that the new roll 

is being prepared. 

The PCC needs to ensure that reasonable efforts are made to let everyone on 

the old electoral roll know that a new one is being prepared. These steps do 

not have to be taken for anyone who is no longer qualified to be on the roll, 

i.e. anyone who has become a clerk in Holy Orders or anyone living outside 

the parish who no longer worships regularly in the parish. 

During the period of preparation of the roll, members on the previous roll 

need to apply to be included - inclusion is not automatic. New people can 

also apply during this period. A person applies by filling out an application 

for enrolment form. The preparation of the roll needs to be completed by a 

fixed date between 15 and 28 days before the APCM.As with the annual 

revision, once the roll is complete a copy needs to be put up on or near the 

main door of the parish church, for at least 14 days before the APCM. During 

this time corrections may be made to the entries on the roll, for example how 

a name is spelt or amending the details of an address. No names can be added 

or removed during this period, this can only happen after the APCM. 
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Services for May 2019 
Sunday 5th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Easter 2 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  11.00am CW Holy Communion  Badingham MP 

     

Sunday 12th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion  Cransford MP 

Easter 3 9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham Eld 

8.00am BCP Communion  Badingham MP Please note 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 19th None See services below Dennington  

Easter 4 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday  26th None See services below  Badingham  

Easter 5 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington 
     

Thursday   Ascension   30th 

     

Sunday  June 2nd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington MP 

Ascension 1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

  9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham MP 

Articles for publication should be with the editor by the 15th of the preceding  month.  
 

Editor:  Victor Warne  5 Mill Road Badingham Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8LG 
01728 638357 or Email copy in the text, not attach:   suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com   

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any item submitted. 

 
A copy of this LINK is available by Email. It is updated and in colour with electronic Links to other publications  and 

videos. If your computer is on line, click on the coloured  text to activate that link. Happy browsing! 

To receive the electronic copy, send your Email address to suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com 
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