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Services for February 2019 
Sunday 3rd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington MP 

Epiphany 4 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

Candlemas 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  11.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham MP 

     

Sunday 10th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Epiphany 5 9.30am Matins Rendham Eld 

  11.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham MP 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 17th None See services below Dennington  

Epiphany 6 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling JT 

 9.30am BCP  Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday 24th None See services below  Badingham  

Lent  -2 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington MP 

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 
 

Perhaps you, like me, can remember listening to ‘Children’s Favourites’ on 

the wireless all those years ago. The Deadwood Stage, the old lady who 

swallowed a fly and the little fishes who swam over the dam. It all seems 

somewhat naïve when compared with children’s entertainment today. One 

of the most popular requests was ‘Nellie the Elephant’. 

 

Nellie the elephant 

packed her trunk 

And said “goodbye” to 

the circus 
Off she went with a 

trumpety trump, 

Trump, trump, trump 

etc. 

 

Nellie wasn’t happy with something that was happening so she ran 

away. 
I don’t know whether this is a particularly elephantine trait, but is 

quite prevalent among humans. Whenever we feel a failure, or we are 

feeling unloved, or we are not understood, the tendency is to run away from 

the problem. Often enough in our lives we experience failure and 

brokenness. It may be disappointment in love, early redundancy with loss of 

work, income and status, the death of a loved one, illness and the prospect 

of an operation, a life threatening situation. The God of the cross knows 

about brokenness. 
When our Lord Jesus knew that during his ministry he would face 

opposition and suffering he cried out in the wilderness of temptation to the 

Heavenly Father for help. When he knew that he would have to suffer the 

death on the cross he cried out in the Garden of Gethsemane for strength to 

meet the unfolding events. The Father spoke to him, not from some vantage 

point outside and above, but he spoke from within the brokenness, as one 

who shares it. 

The Father speaks to, if we have ears to hear, from within our joys. 
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He knows about light after darkness, sunshine after tears, peace after strife, 

life after death. 

We don’t have to run away. We can hear him in the Scriptures. We 

can hear him in the words of others. We can hear him in the events of our 

lives. We can hear him in the recesses of our hearts and minds. 

 

Lent 2019 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday which this year is Wednesday March 6th. 

There will be a celebration of Holy Communion with the Imposition of 

Ashes at 7.00pm at St Mary's Sweffling. 

This year, unlike previous years when we have held a series of discussion 

groups, we are going to hold a service of Compline at 7.00pm on Monday 

evenings in St Mary's Sweffling at which there will be a devotional 

address. The theme of the addresses fits in well with the topic of my letter 

in this magazine: 'What is Jesus saying?' 

 

March 11th I am the Good Shepherd 

March 18th I am the Bread of Life 

March 25th The Kingdom of God is like.. 

April 1st Love one another 

April 8th Do this. 

 

 

Sweffling 

 

Saturday March 2nd.  Charity Pancakes and Coffee Morning.  There 

will be a Pancakes and Coffee morning in Sweffling Village Hall on 

Saturday March 2nd from 10.00 a.m.- 12.00 noon. Freshly made pancakes 

and freshly brewed coffee! Proceeds to the Children’s charity “Wellchild” 

via Jonathan Tesh who is running the 2019 London marathon to raise funds 

for this charity.   Please come along and support this worthwhile cause. 

Saturday March 16th.  Lent Soup Lunch.  Our annual Lent Soup Lunch 

in aid of the Medical Centre we support in The Gambia, will be held in 

Sweffling Village Hall on Saturday March 16th between 12.00 noon and 

2.00 p.m. Lots of homemade soups to choose from, including vegetarian 

and gluten free. Sample as many as you like. Adults £5.00, children £2.50. 



 

Saturday March 30th  Supper and Talk.   Have you ever wondered what 

it would be like to travel to remote regions of the world and meet with 

unknown tribes?  Well now you can have the opportunity to find out!  On 

Saturday, March 30th  in Sweffling Hut at 7.30 p.m. there will be a supper 

followed by a talk entitled “On the wilder shores of life – Living with 

unknown tribes in Ethiopia and Papua 50 years ago”.  The talk will be 

given by Christopher Hallpike, Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, and 

we thank Katherine Loveridge who has persuaded her father to come to 

share with us some of his experiences of his travel and research.  It 

promises to be a fascinating evening, with plenty of opportunity to ask 

questions.  Tickets £10.00, proceeds to St. Mary’s Church. See back cover. 

CRANSFORD NEWS 

Our Christmas commenced with a well attended and happy Carol Service 

on the 16th December, held at the Cransford Christian Fellowship Church. 

After the familiar readings and hearty singing we enjoyed mince pies and 

tea. Many thanks to all who supported this annual combined service when 

our two churches get together and get to know each other better. On 

Christmas Day we had the best attendance for many years, and the warmth 

of the service was enhanced by the warmth of our newly installed pew 

heaters. Ironically, it has been the mildest of winters , but perhaps there is a 

beast from the east lying in wait. 

As I write this in mid January, snowdrops are showing white spikes, and 

aconites splashes of yellow. Some birds are making spring like noises, and 

hares chasing each other in the fields. I hope they have reserves for a 

wintery February, and a long March, before they ( and we ) can relax, the 

days lengthen and Summer Time begins. 

With political turbulent times ahead, we must keep our heads. As ever we 

will muddle through. However uncertain 

things are here, they are little better 

elsewhere in Europe or the world, if that is 

any consolation. If you see groups of 

young men in gilets jaunes on the roads of 

Suffolk, fear not, they are only BT 

engineers about their business. 

Patrick 
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Bruisyard 

St Peters Church was opened after nearly seven months of 

redecoration just in time for our Christmas services. Our 

Crib service was as usual very well attended and we raised 

£260 for 'We See Hope' A charity that supports the 

education of children in Africa. 

      Work on the repair of the church's Chancel Arch and West Window 

and a new floor in the porch will begin soon and it is hoped will be 

complete by May. Until then the church is open for services, but the 

scaffolding supporting the chancel arch makes it dangerous for  

unaccompanied visitors. 

Our after Christmas party was successful which raised £418, half of which was 

donated to the church. Many thanks for John and Theresa McKee for all 

their work and providing such a wonderful meal, and to the ladies of 

Bruisyard for their usual abundance of delicious puddings, and for 

everyone else who helped. 

Happy new year to everyone in the Benefice, 

Rupert and Sally 

Badingham 
 

Christmas Coffee Morning - This seems a long time ago now but it was 

to late for inclusion in the last Link.  Our thanks to all of you who helped 

with contributions of any kind - gifts, prizes, cakes, plants etc. and to 

everyone who helped for your valuable time, thanks too, to everyone who 

came along on the morning to support us.  As always the bacon rolls and 

mince pies were a great success and a busy, happy morning was had by 

all.  A total of £800.00 was made for church funds and from that we sent 

£80 to Cancer Research. 

 

Carol Singing at The White Horse in Badingham was well attended and 

greatly enjoyed.  Our thanks to Lisa and Mark for hosting the event and for 

the delicious sausage rolls and mince pies, and to Victor for his skills at the 

key board.  £104.87 was collected for The Children's Society. 

 

The Crib Service on Christmas Eve filled the church and the telling of 

the Christmas story once again with carols and children and adults making 

the nativity scene was as ever a lovely start to Christmas.  The service was 
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followed by hot punch, mince pies and shortbread and a time to wish each 

other seasons greetings.  A collection was made and raised a further £167.49 

for The Children's Society. 

 

Everyone's generosity meant we were able to send a total of £272.36 to The 

Children's Society which is such a worthy cause.  Thank you everyone. 
 

 Gather Together Services 

 continue this year with the theme of journeys. 

They begin at 10 am and last for approximately 30 mins 

They are informal and suitable for all ages 

and are followed with coffee / juice and a time to chat 

 

We would love you to join us 

if you haven't been before why not come along and give it a try. 

 

Next Services Sunday February 17th - On the Road to Damascus 

and Sunday March 17th - Saint Patrick 

If you would like to know more please contact 

 Ann - 638288 or Tanya - 638894 

 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RENDHAM 

The Christmas Market in the village hall on Saturday 1 December was a 

cheerful and colourful event with bunting decorating both the car park ship’s 

mast fashion, and interior of the hall. Father Christmas welcomed visitors 

with his usual friendly Ho Ho Ho panache. Christmas music and cakes, coffee 

and mince pies greeted everyone and the stalls overflowing with Christmas 

gifts, homemade produce and Christmas cards, books and DVDs made a 

profit of over £500 towards the cost of the repair of the reredos. The 

Christmas Day service held half an hour earlier at 10.30 am instead of 11.00 

am was well attended. The church was filled with beautiful flower 

arrangements on sills, pedestals and the niche and the Christmas tree glowed 

with silver and gold decorations by the Font. The Benefice choir who sang In 

Dulci Jubilo were in full voice as was the congregation as the familiar 

Christmas hymns were sung. Prof. John Tesh took the service and his wife 



Sheila played the first hymn on the organ as Charles sped back from the 

Bruisyard service in order to play the rest of the hymns. The Benefice 

Service on 30 December was taken by the Rev Martin Percival, and the 

choir sang In the deep mid-winter (Harold Darke). We would like to thank 

Richard Pilgrim, Lesley and Roger Bennion for all their hard work both for 

the Christmas Market and the Church, the Flower Team for their floral 

works of art, and the Bell Ringers for their glorious welcoming 

accompaniment to the services. We also want to express our gratitude to 

Paul and Lisa for keeping the church doors open and closed each day. 

Charles and Frances 

 

Dennington 
 

Christmas seems ages ago now but thank you so much to everyone who 

made the church look so lovely with absolutely wonderful decorations.  We 

had a congregation of about 100 at the Carol Service which was followed by 

some delicious mince pies and mulled wine – again thank you to everyone 

who brought along refreshments.  On Christmas Day we had a lovely 

service which was very well attended. 

Plant Sale 

The Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 27th April – more details to follow 

later. 
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We are currently thinking of Charles Seely as 

he lays in hospital with his broken leg and 

wish him comfort, lots of TLC  and a speedy 

recovery, with a return to his many duties 

around the benefice! 

 

Try to enjoy the rest Charles, spare a thought 

to the cold north wind, spring will soon be 

here for you to get back on your feet. 

 

We all wish you the best - GET WELL SOON 

 

https://alldaycreativeinc.wordpress.com/2012/06/14/get-well-soon/
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Renewing the Electoral Roll 2019: 

Every six years each parish is required to prepare a new electoral 

roll. 

A notice should be displayed on or near the main door of every Church 

of England church in the parish. This needs to be done at least two 

months before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and has 

to stay up for at least 14 days. Once the notice is up, the preparation of 

the new electoral roll begins. During the 14 days while the notice is up, 

whoever is conducting services at the church needs to announce to the 

congregation that the new roll is being prepared. 

The PCC needs to ensure that reasonable efforts are made to let 

everyone on the old electoral roll know that a new one is being 

prepared. These steps do not have to be taken for anyone who is no 

longer qualified to be on the roll, i.e. anyone who has become a clerk 

in Holy Orders or anyone living outside the parish who no longer 

worships regularly in the parish. 

During the period of preparation of the roll, members on the previous 

roll need to apply to be included - inclusion is not automatic. New 

people can also apply during this period. A person applies by filling 

out an application for enrolment form. The preparation of the roll 

needs to be completed by a fixed date between 15 and 28 days before 

the APCM.As with the annual revision, once the roll is complete a 

copy needs to be put up on or near the main door of the parish church, 

for at least 14 days before the APCM. During this time corrections 

may be made to the entries on the roll, for example how a name is spelt 

or amending the details of an address. No names can be added or 

removed during this period, this can only happen after the APCM. 
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Services for March 2019 
Sunday 3rd 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Lent  -1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  11.00am CW Holy Communion  Badingham MP 

     

Ash Wednesday  

6th   

7.00pm Benefice Holy Communion 

with Ashes 
Sweffling MP 

     

Sunday 10th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion  Cransford MP 

Lent  1 9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham Eld 

  11.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham MP 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Monday 11th 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 

      

Sunday 17th None See services below Dennington  

Lent 2 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Monday 18th 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 

      

Sunday  24th None See services below  Badingham  

Lent 3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington 

      

Monday 25th 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 
     

Sunday 31st 10.00am  Benefice Service Sweffling MP 

Mothering Sunday    

     

Monday 1st 7.00pm Compline Sweffling MP 


 




