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Services for February 2018 
Sunday 4th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Lent -2 None See services below Bruisyard  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling 
Bishop Martin 

MS 

  10.00am CW  Communion  Badingham 
Bishop Mike 

MH 

     

Sunday 11th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Lent -1 9.30am Matins Rendham Eld 

  10.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Benefice Holy Communion 

with Ashes 
Sweffling MP Ash Wednesday 14th  7.00pm 

      

Sunday 18th None See services below Dennington  

Lent 1 9.30am Holy Communion          Sweffling JT 

 9.30am BCP  Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday 25th None See services below  Badingham  

Lent  2 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford  

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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Revd Canon Deirdre Parmenter 
 

Over the last few months it has been a pleasure and a privilege to conduct 

services at St John the Baptist, Badingham, our home from 1976 until 1991 

when we left so I could begin training for priesthood. 

 

Throughout life we all experience beginnings and endings of one sort or 

another, some difficult and some exciting. However, most beginnings or 

endings are a challenge when the rhythm of life is thrown off balance and 

adjustments have to be made. People retire, move house, experience the joy 

of a new birth, the concern of illness, or the sadness of grief. Mary and 

Joseph experienced the role of the asylum seeker as they fled Bethlehem for 

Egypt in order to protect their new born son and at the beginning of 

February we think of Mary and Joseph presenting their precious baby at the 

Temple in Jerusalem where faithful Simeon declared Jesus as the light of 

the world and the world has been challenged ever since to seek and make 

this light of Christ known throughout all nations. 

We cannot know what the coming 

months hold for us but we can learn 

to trust in Christ the Light of the 

World. We can be reassured that 

whatever changes or challenges lie 

ahead, the love of God is always 

near, sustaining and encouraging us. 

In the famous words of Minnie 

Louise Haskins, quoted by our 

Queen's father in 1939 at the 

beginning of that eventful year: 'Give me a light that I may tread safely into 

the unknown.' And he replied, 'Go into the darkness and put your hand into 

the hand of God.' 

 

Whatever the coming months bring, I pray that the Light of Christ will light 

your path and keep you safe. 

 

Deirdre 
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 Cransford News 
 

The United Carol Service on 17th December was packed and it was good 

to see so many children, and our friends from the Christian Fellowship 

Church with us once again. Memories of mince pies, mulled wine and lusty 

singing lingered long afterwards. Christmas seems a long time ago. 

Children did get to throw snowballs the week before, but for those of us 

who had journeys to make for family parties, the weather was kind, and the 

sunny Boxing Day in particular. 

Our Christmas Day service was well attended and the church looked 

festive with tree, candles and greenery. Among the congregation was a 

small dachshund, who behaved immaculately, except for a small growl 

when I caught his eye during the service. In some churches you can see a 

pair of old tongs hanging on the wall to enable the churchwarden to 

remove dogs. This was not necessary in Cransford. 

Everybody is welcome to our services however many legs they may have. 

Anyway, in my experience, dogs are just like people, only nicer. 

 

 

The Lent Course this year, will  

be led by Martin Percival, 

Monday evenings at Bridge 

Farm starting at 7.30pm Monday 

19th  February 

Martin is currently deciding 

upon the topic.  

We look forward to 2018 which I 

think will be an interesting year. 

Aconites and snowdrops are 

showing and this means things can 

and will only get better. 

 

Patrick Grieve 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjy2ILpvdrYAhWHVhQKHbWxAQQQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fteddingtongardener.com%2F2014%2F02%2F07%2Fsnowdrops-hellebores-crocus-winter-aconites%2F&psig=AOvVaw36x14Jnv0eoA17HJQjam6E&u
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjU8ITQ8OHYAhVDBcAKHTYYB4kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thornton-le-moors-ince-elton.org.uk%2Fwhats-on%2Fevents&psig=AOvVaw1JiHREDX2HKvExB73H9KS5&ust=15163774063


Badingham 

 
Christmas Coffee Morning and Sale 

This seems a long time ago now but none the less thank you most sincerely 

to all of you who helped on the day, who baked, donated gifts, draw prizes 

or anything else and who came along to support us on the day.  The result 

of everyone's efforts raised £624.50 for Badingham Church Funds. 

 

Carol Singing in The White Horse, Badingham. 

Once again this Christmas a packed White Horse resounded to the sound of 

carols.  Thank you everyone who came along, Victor, Rachel and Jess for 

providing the music and Lisa and Mark for hosting the event.  The amazing 

sum of  £127.54  was raised to send to the Children's Society 

 

Crib Service in Saint John the Baptist Church, Badingham. 

We were welcomed by the church bells, the Church was full, we listened 

once again to the story of Jesus' birth, we heard the hand bells, we sang 

carols and the children enacted the manger scene as we reminded ourselves 

of the true meaning of Christmas.  Afterwards we shared mulled fruit 

punch and mince pies and enjoyed fellowship together.  A further £87.93 

was collected for the Children's Society.   

 

Vestry Windows 

We are delighted to say that we have now enough money to pay for the 

windows when they are done.  Since the previous Upper Alde Link and 

Echo we have been promised a donation of £500 by the Community 

Council.  We have received a further donation of £25,  raised £14.50 from 

the sale of mistletoe in the shop and been promised another donation for 

the remaining balance. 

Thank you so much to everyone. 

 

 'Gather Together ' on the 3rd Sunday of every month 

In Badingham Church at 10am 
It is a service for everyone from 0 to a zillion  and lasts about 30 mins 

followed by squash, coffee and biscuits for those who wish to stay. 

We also meet at 9.30am for a light breakfast (there is no charge) Everyone 

is very welcome to one or all of the above 

It would be lovely to have more people join us. 

If you have not been before and are not sure what to expect or 
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would like to know more please contact 

Ann - 638288;  Carol 638352; Tanya and Nick 638894 

 

On Sunday February 4th our 10.00am service of Holy Communion will 

be celebrated by the Bishop of St. Dunwich, Bishop Mike.  Everyone  is 

invited to this service.  There will be refreshments following the service 

and an opportunity to meet the Bishop. 

 

ST MICHAEL’S, RENDHAM 

On 2 December 2017 our Christmas Market was held in the Village Hall 

and raised over £420 for the Church. It was a happy social occasion, 

greatly enhanced by the appearance of Father Christmas. The next one will 

be even better this year. Our heartfelt thanks to everyone whose hard work 

and generous contributions ensured its success. 

Our Christmas Day service of Holy Communion was conducted by the 

Rev. Martin Percival and was well attended. The choir sang Break forth, O 

beauteous heavenly light, and the Nativity Carol by John Rutter. 

On 31st December the Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk returned to Rendham to 

officiate at the wedding of Jonathan Maw and Gemma Austin. The church 

looked beautiful with the large Christmas Tree still in place and the 

striking flower arrangements. Very many thanks to Richard Pilgrim and 

Roger Bennion, and to the Flower Team whose Christmas arrangements 

were so much appreciated by the many guests at the wedding. 

Thanks also to all those who made the annual Fete such a success and who 

raised such a large sum for the Church, Village Hall and Recreation Field. 

At the beginning of the year we want to thank all those who have helped to 

keep the Church in good order, especially Jean Palmer who undertakes 

most of the cleaning, Albert who keeps the leaves at bay, and Paul and Lisa 

who make sure the church is open in the daytime.. 

Charles & Frances 

 

 



7 

Bruisyard 

The lavatory and store room were completed on Christmas Eve with access 

via a good path. There are facilities for the disabled as well as baby changing 

equipment, a deep sink and plenty of room.  

We held a very successful and enjoyable 

coffee morning on 9th December, which 

produced a total of £453. 

The crib service on Christmas Eve was 

once again very well attended and the 

donation  of £270 was given to a charity 

called We See Hope. This helps to 

educate children in Africa who have 

been orphaned by the AIDS epidemic, 

and encourages them to become independent. 

Happy New Year  

Rupert and Sally 



Dennington 
 

Christmas seems a long time ago now but thank you very much to everyone 

for decorating the church so beautifully – it really did look 

wonderful.  Thank you also to those who brought mince pies, cakes or 

biscuits to the Carol Service.  It was lovely to see so many people in church 

for the carol service and on Christmas Day. 

Dates for the Diary 
On Easter Day there will be 11.00 Holy Communion 

The Plant Sale  will be on April 28th – more details to follow 

 

Poppy Appeal 
Sally Nobbs would like to say “thank you” to the helpers, shops  and pubs in 

Dennington and Badingham for the poppy Appeal.  We made about £675. 

 

Sweffling Reports 
 

On Advent Sunday the Christingle service was led by John Tesh and Anne 

Fitzgerald-Robbins.  We had an enjoyable time learning about and making 

Christingles, which looked stunning when they were lit at the end of the 

service.  The collection from the service amounted to £74.00 and this was 

sent to the Children’s Society. 

Christmas in St. Mary’s, Sweffling 
Our two Christmas markets, one in Framlingham and one  in the Village 

Hall with Brunch, were very successful.  The Brass Band Concert had its 

largest audience to date and the Leiston Royal British Legion Band gave an 

excellent performance.  The bandmaster had composed a new piece, entitled 

“Sweffling” and this had its first public airing at the concert, and it will be 

an integral part of future concerts.  For 2018, the concert will be on Friday 

7th December (BOOK THE DATE). The church was beautifully decorated 

for the “Carols by Candlelight" Service on December 17th, which was led 

by the Rev. Martin Percival and was well-attended.  For the Benefice 

Christmas Eve Midnight Holy Communion service we welcomed the Rev. 

Martin Roberts from Woodbridge, who presided at the Communion, and 

also a number of visitors. 

On Sunday February 4th our 9.30 a.m. service of Holy Communion will 

be celebrated by the Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich, Bishop 

Martin.  Everyone from the Benefice is invited to this service.  There will be 

8 
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refreshments following the service and an opportunity to meet the Bishop. 

On Ash Wednesday, February 14th, at 7.00 p.m. there will be a Service of 

Holy Communion with Ashes, in Sweffling Church, taken by the Rev. Martin 

Percival.  This service is for the Benefice and everyone is invited to attend. 

Lent Study Group 
The Benefice Lent study group this year will be held at Bridge Farm 

Sweffling on Monday evenings, commencing at 7.30 p.m.  The first session 

will be on February 19th and everyone is invited to attend.  We have plenty 

of chairs and good coffee.  The Rev. Martin Percival will lead the group this 

year - topic to be announced in the churches soon.  

Charity Pancakes and Coffee Morning 
There will be a Pancakes and Coffee morning in Sweffling Village Hall on 

Saturday February 17th from 10.00 a.m.- 12.00 noon.  Freshly made 

pancakes and freshly brewed coffee!  Proceeds to The British Heart 

Foundation. 

Lent Soup Lunch 
Our annual Lent Soup Lunch in aid of the Bakery Medical Centre, The 

Gambia, will be held in Sweffling Village Hall on Saturday March 

17th  between 12.00 noon and 2.00 p.m.  Lots of homemade soups to choose 

from, including vegetarian and gluten free.  Sample as many as you 

like.  Adults £5.00, children £2.50.   

Easter Lily Festival 
Sweffling will again be holding a memorial Easter Lily Festival.  Lilies can 

be purchased in memory of family of friends and the names will be written 

on a illuminated scroll which will be read at the Easter Day Service of Holy 

Communion (April 1st) at 9.30 a.m.. The church will be open on Easter 

Sunday and Monday for visitors between 10.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m..  The cost 

per lily will be £3.50.  Please contact Diana Smith (663578) or Sheila Tesh 

(663518) if you would like to purchase a lily or lilies. 

Services in Sweffling during February and March 
Feb 4th. 9.30 Holy Communion. Bishop Martin 

Feb 14th Ash Wednesday 7.00 p.m. Holy Communion with Ashes. Rev. 

Martin Percival 

Feb 18th 9.30 a.m.  Morning Prayer.  Prof. John Tesh 

March 4th 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion Rev. Martin Percival 

March 18th 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer. Prof, John Tesh 

Easter Day April 1st. 9.30 a.m. Festival Holy Communion Rev. Martin 

Percival 



The Search so far: 
 

With the closing date for applications 

now gone without any inquiries, 

consideration of advertising nationally 

is now the next step. 

Village support for our Churches is vital 

if we are to attract a suitable candidate 

to our Benefice. If we could get 

increased support within the Benefice, 

then we may be able to afford a full 

time priest, this would open the position 

up to more potential candidates. 

The Procession of Witness on Good Friday at Cransford starts 

this year at 10 am at the Christian Fellowship Church and 

proceeds to St Peter’s where a service takes place. 

All the churches in the Benefice are very welcome to attend.  

Were you there ? 
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Services for March 2018 
Sunday 4th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Lent  3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  10.00am CW Holy Communion  Badingham DP 

     

Mothering  11th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion  Cransford MP 

Sunday  9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham Eld 

Lent 4 10.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington  

      

Sunday 18th None See services below Dennington  

Lent 5 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Palm Sunday 25th None See services below  Badingham  

  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington 

Holy Week      

      

Maundy Thursday  7.30pm Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

Good Friday  10.00am Procession of Witness  Cransford MP 

     

  Easter Day April 1 st  

   TBA Cransford  

  9.30am Holy Communion x Ext Bruisyard RW 

 9.30am Festival Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

 10.00am  CW Holy Communion x Ext Badingham CBS 

 11.00am  Holy Communion Dennington MP 

 11.00am Holy Communion x Ext Rendham JT 



THE GATE OF THE YEAR 

‘God Knows' 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: 

“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

So heart be still: 

What need our little life 

Our human life to know, 

If God hath comprehension? 

In all the dizzy strife 

Of things both high and low, 

God hideth His intention. 

God knows. His will 

Is best. The stretch of years 

Which wind ahead, so dim 

To our imperfect vision, 

Are clear to God. Our fears 

Are premature; In Him, 

All time hath full provision. 

Then rest: until 

God moves to lift the veil 

From our impatient eyes, 

When, as the sweeter features 

Of Life’s stern face we hail, 

Fair beyond all surmise 

God’s thought around His creatures 

Our mind shall fill 

 

Minnie  Louise Haskins 

12th May 1875  -  3rd February 1957 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Minnie_Louise_Haskins.jpg

