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Services for December 2017 

Sunday   3rd 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

Advent Sunday  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  10.00am CW  Holy Communion  Badingham CBS 

  4.00pm Christingle Service Sweffling Eld 

     

Sunday 10th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Advent 2 9.30am Matins Rendham Eld 

  10.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 17th 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

Advent 3 10.00am  Christingle Service Badingham Eld 

 4.00pm Carols & Lessons  

United Service 

Cransford  

  5.00pm  Carols & Lessons Sweffling  

  5.00pm Carol Service Dennington  

      

Sunday 24th 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

Advent 4  No service Dennington  

Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib Service Badingham Eld 

  5.00pm Crib Service Bruisyard Eld 

  11.30pm Midnight Communion by 

Extension 

Sweffling JT 

      

Christmas Day  
  9.30am Christmas Communion Cransford MP 

  10.00am Christmas Communion Badingham JO 

  11.00am Christmas Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Family Service for 

Christmas Day 

Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 31st 10.00am Benefice Service Badingham MP 

Christmas  2  CW Holy  Communion   
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From the Reverend Martin Percival 
 

From earliest days members of professions and trades have chosen a 

saint (and sometimes more than one) to watch over their various activities 

and to put in a good word for them with the Almighty in times of stress and 

hardship. There are other saints who traditionally many Christians believe 

that they can call upon in a similar or supportive role. Probably the best 

known is Saint Christopher before we set off on a long journey or Saint 

Anthony of Padua when that which was lost has not been found. Then there 

is Saint Teresa of Avila, if we are constantly troubled by headaches. One of 

the saints whose feast day occurs this month is Saint Lucy. Her concern is 

for people with eye problems. The justification for this, as so often seems to 

be the case with early saints, is apocryphal. Under torture for her Christian 

beliefs, Lucy’s eyes were gouged out and then miraculously restored. Only 

two things for certain are known about her: she was martyred at Syracuse in 

Sicily and canonised in about 304AD. 
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One legend about her is particularly attractive. 

She is said to have brought food each night to 

fellow Christians hiding from persecution in 

the underground caves. To leave both her 

hands free she placed candles in her hair and 

this crown of light must have shone like a 

halo. Whatever the foundation of this story, 

the tradition is maintained in Sweden to this 

day. On December 13th girls dress themselves 

in white robes with a red sash and put on a 

headdress of seven lighted candles. After a 

procession through the streets they visit 

hospitals, orphanages and old peoples’ homes, 

spreading a message of light and joy. Can it be 

coincidence that the name Lucy is derived from the Latin word meaning 

‘light’? 

Saint Lucy’s visit to the caves can be seen as symbolic of bringing light not 

only into the dark places of the world but also into the dark places of the 

souls, where sorrow and sickness, depression and despair, can lurk. Light, of 
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Bruisyard 
 

On 16th October the funeral of Barbara Hurren was conducted. Her family 

farmed in Bruisyard for many years and she reached the age of 99. Charles 

Seely played the hymns on his accordion as there was a power cut that day. 

Afterwards tea and cakes were served at the back of the church. 

 

The Community Pay Back team cut and tidied the church yard making a 

splendid job of it. 

 

The lavatory cum store hut is progressing well and should be completed by 

Christmas. 

course, is a recurrent theme of the Bible, starting in the first chapter of the 

Book of Genesis with God’s command: ‘Let there be light’. Saint Paul urges 

us ‘to walk as children of light’ and ‘to put on the armour of light’. Our Lord 

himself declared that he was ‘the light of the world’. One of the most 

important pieces of symbolism associated with Advent is the gradual coming 

of the light as we light the Advent Candles each Sunday. Today there seems 

to be as much darkness in the world as there was in biblical times. I do not 

refer to the darkness of night or deep forests or unlit alleys, but the darkness 

which covers all that is cruel, corrupt and contemptible. Much candle-power 

is needed to disperse it and every Christian is committed to the task. We need 

light not just to see what we are doing and where we are going but also to 

recognise in the faces of those around us where help or comfort or 

encouragement would be welcome. We need the light of discernment to 

distinguish between good and evil, between loving-kindness and self-interest. 

Above all, we need the light which, like a lighthouse, enables us to check our 

course through the seas of life and warns us of the rocks and hazards: the 

light of Christ and his Gospel. The light of Jesus will never be extinguished, 

however much it be ignored. 

 

Martin 

 

There will be a coffee morning at the 

church on the 9th December from 10 am to 

mid day. There will be mulled wine and 

mince pies, a cake stall, a Christmas stall, 
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tombola, and more, and Charles Seely will be playing Christmas music by 

request. 

Please come to our Crib service at St Peter’s at 5pm on 24th December. 

 

Rupert and Sally 

CRANSFORD NEWS 

 

The autumn colours have been spectacular this 

year, with the hedgerow oaks in particular 

showing warm yellows. Everywhere the young 

wheat in the fields provides sheets of green. I 

look forward to some good frosty mornings, 

and a proper winter. How good it would be to 

have a white Christmas, just for once. Too 

many children have never made a snowman. 

The Bike Ride. The weather was kind, and the number of visiting cyclists 

to our two churches in Cransford was about the same as last year, namely 

49. The team riding for St Peter's collected £ 592 from kind sponsors, and 

for the Christian Fellowship £ 511. A record £ 1103 for the parish. Many 

thanks to those who rode and manned the churches, and to all the generous 

sponsors. It is too soon to say how the ride did in the county as a whole, but 

with any luck it looks like, we will match last year's total, or even do a little 

Bannocks Lane, Cransford 
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better. A very good day’s work by all. I will give final figures for the 

Benefice in January. 

The United Carol Service. This will take place at 4pm on Sunday 17th 

December at St Peter's, joined by our friends from the Christian Fellowship. 

We will celebrate the beginning of the festive season with the traditional 

readings and carols, assisted by children presenting the nativity figures at 

the altar. Mince pies, mulled wine and juices follow. We hope many 

families in Cransford will join in this joyful occasion. 

Please note there will be no service on Sunday 24th December.   

Christmas Communion at 9.30 on 25th December 

Patrick Grieve 

ST MICHAEL’S RENDHAM 

On Tuesday 10 October many from Rendham attended the funeral of 

Michael Izzard at St Mary the Virgin, Dennington. The Rev Jonathan 

Olanczuk, in his address, paid tribute to Michael’s work for the East 

Anglian Children’s Hospice. 

 

A large congregation attended our Remembrance Day service on Sunday 12 

November, which was conducted by Prof. John Tesh, and included readings 

by Dr Anne Fitzgerald-Robbins and Mrs Suzanne Stevens. Mr Dennis 

Moore carried out the ceremony of placing the wreath on the War 

Memorial, and of reading the time-honoured words. Lovely flower 

arrangements, on the theme of poppies, made the church look beautiful and 

were admired by many who stayed for coffee and biscuits afterwards. £140 

was raised in aid of the Royal British Legion 

Our Christmas Market and Coffee Morning 

will be held in Rendham Village Hall 

on Saturday 2 December from 10 am till 12.30 pm: 

Admission is free and all are welcome 
Coffee and homemade mince pies 

Stalls selling Christmas cakes, 

puddings, mince pies, gifts 

and stocking fillers 

Christmas cards, crackers, candles and festive table decorations 

Plants indoor and outdoor and Second-hand Books 
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A Twelve Days of Christmas Tombola 
A Raffle with desirable prizes 

and Ho Ho Ho! a visit from Father Christmas 
Proceeds in aid of St Michael’s Church and the 

East Anglia Children’s Hospice 

Charles and Frances 

Badingham 

 

AUTUMN CONCERT 

 

Wow, what can I say! 

The weather was beautiful.  The church was full, there was a buzz 

of expectancy and then came the concert which was absolutely 

amazing. 

The variety of  music that we were privileged to enjoy, provided 

by such experienced and  professional musicians and which filled 
the church with sound was truly wonderful and left us all 

entranced. 

We are indeed grateful to The Amos Ensemble for their time and 

willingness to entertain us with such a beautiful concert and we 

offer them our sincere thanks. 

As many people said to me afterwards "What a perfect way to 

spend a Sunday afternoon!" 

In addition to the musicians we must also thank everyone who 

helped in some way to ensure that the afternoon ran smoothly and 

everyone who baked cakes and biscuits to provide a delicious 

afternoon tea and everyone who came along and supported us. 

Our Autumn Concert made the amazing sum of £800 towards the 

cost of the Vestry Windows in our church which are in urgent need 

of replacement. 

Ann. 
 

VESTRY WINDOWS 

The cost of the new windows will be £2250 including VAT.  We 

made £800 towards this cost at the Autumn Concert, we are 



grateful to have been given £500 from the 'Community Award' 

won by Badingham Shop and Cafe and for donations of £150 

towards the cost.  This leaves another £750 to raise. 

We are pleased to say that the work is being carried out by 

Merlin Ruffles and will be done as soon as possible. 
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Christmas Carols in Badingham 

White Horse 

 

Community Carol singing will be in 

The White Horse 

on Tuesday 19th December 

at 6.30pm for approximately 1 hour 

Hosted by Lisa and Mark, 

led by Rachel and Victor 

Everyone is welcome - come and join us. 

A collection will be taken at the end for 

The Children's Society  

 

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

 

 Sunday 17th December at 10am – 10.30am 

Everyone is most welcome 

Come along and make your own Christingle 

(Why not join us at 9.30 am for a light breakfast before the 

service) 

 

CRIB SERVICE 

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve at 4pm 

We will re-enact the story that we will all celebrate the next day 

This is always a very special service, it sets the scene for the true 

meaning of  Christmas 

and we welcome everyone. 
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The service will be followed by hot punch (non-alcoholic) and 

mince pies 

If you would like to take part in the nativity or know someone who 

would like to help please get in touch with  

Ann - 638288 or Tanya - 638894. 
 

A Trio of Events for Sweffling 
 

Saturday December 2nd. 9.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon 

Christmas Market in Framlingham United Free Church Hall. 

Cakes, preserves and pickles, crafts, presents, cards, toys 

decorations, raffle, mince pies, coffee and much more! 

Free entry 

 

Friday December 8th 7.30 p.m. 

“Christmas Brass” in Sweffling Church (IP17 2BL) 

A concert of music and carols by  

Leiston Royal British Legion Brass Band.   

A great start to the Christmas season. 

Tickets £7.00 adults, £3.00 children to include internal refreshments.  Book 

with Diana (01728 663518)  

or come on the night. 

 

Saturday December 9th 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon. 

Christmas Brunch and Christmas Market in Sweffling Village Hall. 

Bacon (and egg) rolls, fresh coffee and tea, Christmas stalls, raffle.  Free entry 
Sweffling continued 

 

Sweffling’s service of  

will be on December 17th at 5.00pm 
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We have ‘Midnight’ Holy Communion by extension on Christmas Eve, 

starting at 11.30p.m. 

 

Dennington 
 

Very sadly since the last benefice letter, Michael Izzard has died and his 

funeral was held in Dennington church on 10th October.  There were nearly 

100 people in the church which was  such a testament to  Michael. He was 

such a wonderful and kind person and he gave so much time and energy to 

the church and was a great member of the PCC.   We will all miss him 

hugely.   With the Test Match on I, for one, will  always be wondering what 

he would have said about the latest cricket score!  Our thoughts and prayers 

are very much with his sister and her family. 

  

On 22nd October we had our Harvest Festival.  Roy Tricker came to take the 

service for us and the church was looking absolutely wonderful – thank you 

so much to everyone who helped to make it look so beautiful.  The service 

was followed by a wonderful lunch at White House Farm.  It was a great get 

together and very many thanks to Julie and Roy Steward. 

  

Christmas dates for the Diary 
3rd  December at 8.00 Holy Communion 

10th December at 11.00 am - Family Service – do come along if you can 

(half an hour followed by refreshments) 

17th  December at 5.00 pm – Carol Service, followed by mince pies and 

mulled wine. 

Christmas Day service will be at 11.00 am 
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Services for January 2018 
Sunday 7th 8.00am Holy Communion Dennington MP 

Epiphany 1 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  10.00am CW  Holy Communion  Badingham DP 

     

Sunday 14th 9.30am Trad Communion Cransford MP 

Epiphany  2 9.30am Matins Rendham Eld 

 -3 10.00am  BCP Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Morning 

Prayer 

Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 21st None See services below Dennington MP 

Epiphany 3 9.30am Epiphany readings & 

Carols 

Sweffling JT 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday 28th None See services below  Badingham  

Epiphany 4 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington  

     

   Sunday 4th  February   

Epiphany 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  5 

  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

 10.00am  CW   Communion   Badingham MH 

     

Articles for publication should be with the editor by the 15th of the preceding  month.  
 

Editor:  Victor Warne  5 Mill Road Badingham Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8LG 
01728 638357 or Email copy in the text, not attach:   suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com   

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any item submitted. 

 
A copy of this LINK is available by Email. It is updated and in colour with electronic Links to other publications  and 

videos. If your computer is on line, click on the coloured  text to activate that link. Happy browsing! 

To receive the electronic copy, send your Email address to suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com 

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com


The Search so far: 

The Benefice Profile expanded to 24 

pages after the Archdeacon made his 

comments which include the Diocese 

and Deanery Profiles and statistics  

of all six parishes.  

After the Section 12 meeting a few 

minor amendments were made to our 

profile before it was published on the 

Diocesan website for candidates to 

view. 

Closing date  for applications is 18th January with interviews on  

30/31st January 2018. 

The Benefice Profile can be viewed at: 

http://www.cofesuffolk.org/uploads/UpperAlde_Profile_2017.pdf 

The inserted links can be an interesting internet journey, take time to 

explore them. 

“What do I profit if Jesus is born in  

thousands of cribs all over the world 

during this  Christmas. 

But is not born in my heart?” 

Epiphany 

http://www.cofesuffolk.org/uploads/UpperAlde_Profile_2017.pdf

