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Services for June 2017 
Sunday 4th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington ML 

Whitsunday  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

Pentecost 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  10.00am CW  Communion  Badingham DP 

     

Sunday 11th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Trinity  9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham Eld 

  10.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Matins Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 18th None See services below Dennington  

Trinity 1 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling JT 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday 25th None See services below  Badingham  

Trinity 2 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington KA 

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com


3 

From the  Upper Alde Benefice 

 

Reverend Jonathan Olanczuk's  last 

Benefice service was a wonderful and 

moving occasion attended by at least 

200 people. The Benefice choir led the 

singing and Caroline Weatherby sang 

Ave Maria beautifully and the whole 

service was a fitting tribute to Jonathan. 

Afterwards in the village hall where a 

similar number enjoyed a super buffet 

lunch provided by the good women of 

the Benefice, Jonathan was presented 

with a Mendlesham Chair and Sue 

received a climbing rose in an earthen-

ware pot and a bouquet arranged by 

Frances Boscawen. Jonathan and Sue 

were overwhelmed by the whole 

occasion and were very sad to be leaving the Benefice. Of course we wish 

them well and from time to time they will return. 

 

So many thanks for the whole Benefice who so generously contributed 

towards Jonathan's last day as our Rector, a great day to remember. 

Chair photos by Robert Wardley 
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From the Archdeacon 

Upper Alde Link 

Following Jonathan’s retirement as Rector, 

the Church of England grinds its 

lamentably slow appointments process into 

action. As is usually the case at the 

beginning of a vacancy I apologise for the 

length of time this is likely to take, a 

process laid down by the Patronage (Benefices) Measure 1986 and which 

all parishes and benefices are required to operate when they are seeking to 

appoint a new priest. One conspiracy theory which it’s possible to quash 

right at the outset is that ‘The Diocese’ does not have a policy of keeping 

parishes vacant to save money. Wherever you go in the Church of England 

there will be people from all levels of church life wondering when, if ever, 

we can make this process less bureaucratic and cumbersome. 

I have, so far, had a meeting with almost all the wardens; the Rural Dean 

and Lay Chair will be having a further meeting to discuss what a new 

appointment might look like. We will do all we can to make sure you know 

where we are in the process and how things are progressing. One thing to 

be said, which is most important of all, is that the person God is calling to 

be the new Rector will hear that call clearly and that we may all discern 

God’s will in the appointment. Can I therefore commend this process to 

your prayers, that in amongst all the meetings, documents, arrangements 

and general sense of ‘what on earth is happening?’ God’s will, will be done 

so that the Gospel of Jesus Christ may be spread and heard and responded 

to in the Upper Alde Benefice. 

Now of course this spreading of God’s word, his mission, doesn’t rely on 

someone wearing a dog collar – by virtue of our Baptism we are all called 

to make sure that we are ministers of the Gospel, doing our own bit to 

make sure that the rumour of God is kept alive; no more than that, that we 

continue to provide opportunities for people to meet with the Risen and 
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Ascended Jesus through attractive and lively services in church, through 

creative events, and through the way we live our lives and relate to people. 

A lively sense of God’s mission throughout the benefice is also likely to 

attract a new priest, someone who can see that there are things going on 

which are positive and hopeful for the future, a benefice of churches which 

are confident of God’s provision for them as they seek to serve his call upon 

them. 

Vacancies can be exciting times, but I also recognise they can be tiring, 

therefore please support the wardens and all office holders as they seek to 

lead you through this time of both uncertainty and potential. 

With every blessing, and I look forward to meeting many of you again 

during the vacancy period; please do be in touch with me if there are any 

questions I can answer or help that you feel I can offer. 

Ian 

The Venerable Ian Morgan,  

Archdeacon of Suffolk 

 

 

Churchwardens’ Report for St Michael’s Church Rendham 
 

 Our Easter Day service at 11.00 am was conducted by Prof John Tesh and 

was well attended.  The Benefice Choir sang And can it be (introit) and 

Come, ye faithful (anthem).  At the beginning of the service Mrs Lesley 

Bennion read out the 45 names of those who were remembered with the 

lilies which were displayed and which scented the church so beautifully. 

We are sad to report the death of Mrs Maureen Schofield on 30 April, at the 

great age of 96.  She was our oldest church member.  Her late husband, 

Arthur, had a distinguished career as a senior RAF officer, and after his 

retirement, they both gave great service to Rendham, both on the PCC, and 

Arthur also on the Parish Council. 

 

On 30 April the Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk took his last service at St Mary the 

Virgin, Dennington. A very large number of his parishioners and friends 

attended the service, which included the Bach Ave Maria beautifully sung 
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by Caroline Weatherby.  After the service, a splendid buffet lunch in 

Dennington Village Hall concluded with an address by Mr Rupert Wallis, 

which was heartily applauded by some 180 people, and the presentation to 

the Rector of a Mendlesham Chair especially made with a carved 

inscription, as well as a cheque.  

We were delighted to be able to show our appreciation of his 17 years of 

ministry to the six parishes of the Upper Alde Benefice. 

Charles Seely 

Frances Hill 

 

 

Sweffling 
 

Sunday School: Sunday School has been suspended temporarily whilst the 

Church vestry is being refurbished, thanks to a legacy from the late Pauline 

Stephens. It will recommence on the first Sunday in June and Anne and 

Eleanore Fitzgerald welcome all children in the village to come along to 

Church for 9.30 a.m. There will be stories, craft activities and usually 

biscuits and drink! If you cannot bring children yourself, we can arrange to 

collect them and bring them home again. Please telephone 664077 or 

663518 to arrange this.  

 

The Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk’s Retirement on Sunday, April 30th, 

Dennington Church was filled to capacity as 200 members of the Benefice 

gathered to say farewell to Jonathan and Sue Olanczuk. After almost 18 

years as Rector, Jonathan has taken the decision to retire, and he and Sue 

will re-locate to Worlingham, near Beccles. In his farewell sermon 

Jonathan emphasised that his ministry here has been characterised by love. 

The support that he has received from Churchwardens, Elders, PCCs and 

congregations has been a source of joy and strength for him and he was 

sure that a new Rector would receive the same support. In the interregnum 

he stressed that we will need to work together to show the love of God in 

our Parishes. He and Sue issued an invitation to everyone to visit them in 

their new home once they have settled in (but not all at once!!).  After the 

service a delicious buffet lunch was served in Dennington Village Hall. 

During lunch Rupert Wallis (Bruisyard) gave a short resumé of  

Jonathan’s life and thanked him for his ministry and friendship, and 

thanked Sue for her constant support. On behalf of the Benefice Jonathan 

was presented with the gift of a Mendlesham chair and a cheque and Sue 
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was also given a bouquet and a rose tree to plant in their new garden. 

Glenda Thirkell (Cransford) gave special thanks to Sue and explained that 

the choice of the rose “Compassion” was in recognition of the love, 

compassion and practical help that Sue had shown to people who were 

experiencing difficult times. Anne Fitzgerald then read a poem entitled 

“Farewell to Jonathan” specially written by “Robbie” and Carol Bostock-

Smith (Badingham) read a poem she had written.  We are very sad that 

Jonathan and Sue are leaving us but we know that they will be back from 

time to time for weddings and baptisms and to visit the many friends they 

have made during their time with us. 

Farewell to Jonathan…  

 

Farewell to you, our Rector  

This verse I had to send  

To the man who gave us guidance 

And then became a friend  

It's sad to see you leaving  

You've helped us come and go  

You've shared with us the good times 

Were there in times of woe  

We face now interregnum 

 Which sounds like some disease  

The sort that we've all heard of  

But no one ever sees  

We wish you happy futures  

We hope you have a ball  

But the thing we're most all wishing 

That you weren't to leave at all.  

Pilgrimage 
the Deanery Pilgrimage this year is 

on August 24th and will be to King’s 

College Chapel Cambridge. The cost 

will be £25.00 per person and the 

coach will leave from Sweffling, as 

previously.  Contact Sheila Tesh 

(01728 663518) to book seats.  More 

details nearer the time.  



Cransford News 
The Roof 

The renewal of the north side of the roof of St Peter’s has now been 

completed at a cost of £50,000, after the recovery of VAT  £42,588. New 

metal gutters, downpipes and soak-a-ways complete the job. Work has been 

done to a high standard and on time by Border Roofing of Sudbury who can 

be highly recommended. We had fine grants of £10,000 from each of The 

National Churches Trust (via Suffolk Historic Churches Trust and 

Churchcare ( The Wolfson Foundation ) Also £ 5000 from the Mills Charity 

and sums from many others. Especially appreciated was the total £6,868 

donated by people in the parish of Cransford. By no means all churchgoers, 

clearly they love and value their ancient spiritual centre. 
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Andrew Turner 

On Sunday 9th July Andrew Turner 

who will be in Cransford for a wedding, 

will be taking our Communion Service 

at 9.30.  We do hope that all who 

remember Andrew who was our Rector 

many years ago, will come to meet him 

again. I know he would love to see you 

all. 

Mystery Holes 

A month ago a large hole appeared on the edge of the bank at the back of 

out garden. It was about 15 inches wide and 20 inches deep. Powerful teeth 

had cut through thick roots and dry hay showed evidence of a rabbit’s nest 

at the bottom. There was a similar hole in a hedge in the field behind. and 

another in the low road at Bruisyard. In 40 years of living in Cransford I 

have never seen the like. Fox or Badger? Has any body else seen these ?  I 

do not think a fox would dig so deep or so wide a hole. We have seen no 

hedgehogs in our garden for several years: perhaps just a coincidence.     

      Patrick. 

DenningtonI am sure we would all like to wish Jonathan and Sue a very 

happy retirement after their 18 years in the Benefice.  The retirement service 

and party afterwards were a wonderful celebration of their time with us and 

it was lovely to see the church so full.  Thank you both very much indeed, 

for all you have done for us. 

Andrew & Liz 
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 The Plant Sale on 29th April was a huge success raising about £950 for the 

church.  Very many thanks to Celia and Peter Reeve for the enormous 

amount of hard work in making it all possible.  Thank you to everyone else 

involved by helping out, to Mary Mann and Doreen Wyatt, and her helpers, 

for so many delicious cakes and pies, and to everyone who came along to 

visit us – it was really lovely to see so many people and luckily it didn’t rain 

so we managed lots of trips up to the top of the tower. 

 Future Services – Do please come along to the services if you can to 

support our visiting Clergy – Mary Lamb is the Curate at Framlingham and 

Ken Anderson is coming from St. Neots near Cambridge.  He has 

previously been the Chaplain for various schools and University colleges 

and spent a lot of time in Zimbabwe and South Africa and is well known for 

his wonderful sermons. 

 4th June  – 8.00 am BCP Holy Communion with Revd Mary Lamb 

11th June – 11.00 am Elder led Family Service/Morning Prayer 

25th June – 11.00 am BCP Holy Communion with Revd Ken Anderson 

 

Badingham 
'GATHER TOGETHER' 

a service for everyone from nought to infinity 

Badingham Church at 10am. 

The service is relaxed and informal, lasts about 30mins 

and is followed by coffee / juice and biscuits. 

If you are intending to come to the service why not come along a little 

earlier at 9.30am and  share breakfast with us, also in the church. 

Our topics for June and July - 

June - Father's Day, The parable of The Prodigal Son 

July - The parable of The Unforgiving Servant 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Jonathan and Sue's last service and following reception on Sunday 30th 

April 2017: 

Very many thanks to everyone who contributed in some way to Jonathan 

and Sue's last service with Jonathan as our Rector and the following 

reception in Dennington Village Hall, whether by a donation  to their gift, 

food for the reception, help on the day, in some other way or simply by 

being there. 

Both events went well and were well attended and we wish them both good 

health and happiness in their retirement. 



JONATHAN 
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Services for July 2017 
Sunday 2nd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

Trinity 3 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

  10.00am CW  Communion x Ext Badingham CBS 

     

Sunday 9th 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford MP 

Trinity 4 9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham Eld 

  10.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham PI 

  11.00am Family Service /Matins Dennington Eld 

      

Sunday 16th None See services below Dennington  

Trinity 5 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling JT 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard MP 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham Eld 

      

Sunday 23rd None See services below  Badingham  

Trinity 6 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham MP 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington MS 

      

Sunday 30th 10.00am Benefice Service Rendham MP 

Trinity 7  Holy Communion   

      

Sunday  6th  Aug. 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington  

Trinity 8 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard Eld 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling MP 

 10.00am  CW Communion  Badingham DP 




