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St Peter’s Church, Bruisyard, during the Bishops’ 

Lenten walk from Dunwich to Bury St Edmunds’  

Cathedral 
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Services for April 2017 
Sunday                       2nd 8.00am BCP Holy Communion  Dennington 

Lent  5 9.30am  BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard 

 9.30am  BCP Holy Communion Sweffling 

  11.00am  CW Holy Communion  Badingham 

     

UPPER ALDE BENEFICE SERVICES    

     

Palm Sunday 9th 

10.00am    

 

10.45am 

Blessing of Palms  at Rendham and walk 

to  

Sweffling for Passion Reading & Holy 

Communion  

     

Maundy  Thursday   7.00pm Benefice H C. Bruisyard 

Good Friday 14th 10.00am United Service Cransford 

Holy Saturday 15th 6.00pm Holy Fire & Vigil Badingham 

    

Easter Day 16th 09.00am  Trad. Communion Cransford 

  09.30am BCP Communion Sweffling 

  10.00am HC by Extension Bruisyard 

  10.15am CW Communion Badingham 

  11.00am HC by Extension Rendham 

  11.15am BCP Holy Communion Dennington 

    

Low Sunday  23rd 11.00am Benefice Service Badingham 

    

Sunday 30th 11.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington 

  The Rectors  last service before Retirement 
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The Rectory 

Tel. 01728 638823 

From the Rector. 
 

Is going to church a necessary requirement to being a Christian?  When I 

was a young man, I read the Diary of Edward Wilson.  You may know 

Edward Wilson was the Doctor / Naturalist / Artist on Captain Scott’s ill-

fated expedition to the South Pole in 1912.  He was one of the five who 

reached the Pole but tragically died on the way back.  His body was later 

discovered and his diary was found with him.  Throughout the expedition, 

and when he knew he was going to die, he had written a diary showing a 

wonderfully deep Christian belief, which he had kept secret even from his 

closest companions.  It was a personal relationship just between Jesus and 

himself.  It had a profound effect on me and I envied his relationship with 

Jesus. 

 

Quite obviously, he could not attend church while on the expedition, which 

lasted from 1910 - 1912.  No helicopters in those days to whisk you to the 

British Antarctic Base!  He also managed to keep his faith personal in a 

situation where he must have shared almost everything else.  Is this 

something we should all aim to achieve? 

 

The answer is yes and no.  Yes, we all need that personal relationship with 

Jesus, but no, we cannot all become explorers or hermits and shut 

ourselves away from the world.  Yes, we do all need to find space in our 

busy lives to develop a relationship with Jesus, but we also need the 

support of a Christian community and that can only come from 

church.  Yes, we do all need a basis for our Christian belief by reading and 

understanding the Bible; but if we don’t share our beliefs with others, 

especially from outside the church, then Christianity will die out. 

 

A few weeks back I attended a “Communion by Extension” course run 

by  Bishop Martin.  It was about “Communion by Extension” which is a 

new service in the Church of England approved by the General Synod in 

2001 as a form of Public Worship.  It is intended as a way for 

congregations to have an opportunity to take communion when a priest is 
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There are of course three elements of the Holy Communion Service a non-

ordained minister may not undertake.  There should be no Offertory, ( a 

plate for gift offerings can be placed at the back of the church.) obviously 

no consecration of the bread and wine and no breaking of the priest’s 

wafer (signifying the breaking of Jesus’ body on the cross).  There are also 

recommended procedures.  The minister distributing the communion 

should be at the consecration of the bread and wine and bring it to the 

church (or take it from the tabernacle or ambry) It is then placed on the 

altar in “God’s keeping”.  If brought from another church the congregation 

should be told where the consecration took place as a way of “joining in 

communion” with the worshipping community celebrating Jesus’ death 

and resurrection.  This communion is not visible, but because I tell you 

about it then it becomes real.  Likewise, our communion with Jesus at his 

“last supper” with his disciples is not visible, but by sharing in the 

communion bread and wine, it becomes real to us. 

 

So with Easter just behind us we continue with the joy of the resurrection. 

To celebrate the event of two thousand years ago that so clearly 

demonstrated to Jesus’ followers what God is really capable of. To think 

what it may have been like to be with the disciples on that day bursts 

through the walls of our human imagination to remind us of the 

immeasurable nature and power of God our creator. 

So it is right that our church will be filled with symbols of life: flowers, 

not available.  This may be because there is a shortage of priests, or if a 

priest becomes ill, or in the case of rural parishes where one priest can 

cover several parishes.  

There will be times in the near future and during the vacancy in the 

Upper Alde Benefice when there will be no ordained priest present or 

available. 

It has been agreed in four of the 

churches in the Benefice that we 

have “Communion by Extension” 

These are Badingham, Bruisyard, 

Rendham & Sweffling.  

The ministers authorized by the 

Bishop are Prof John Tesh, Mr 

Rupert Wallis, Mr Charles Seely 

and Mrs Carol Bostock-Smith 
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light, and joyous singing. As we move into May which brings in the promise 

of the first fruits of summer we will join with the saints and angels to 

celebrate this gift, this sign, and the divine promise of hope eternal. 

My thirst for joyful music and hymns, the scent of flowers in the church and 

the sight of candles brightly burning in great numbers has been sharpened 

and anticipated by their absence in Lent not to mention my enhanced taste 

for chocolate and cake and hope for small foil wrapped pleasures. 

 

I wish you all every joy in the years to come as this is my last newsletter to 

you all. 

 

You have all been wonderful and it has been a very great privilege to have 

been with you over the last 18 years. 

Christ is Risen! 
Every Blessing, 

Jonathan 

Bruisyard 
 

St Peter's Bruisyard was 

honoured to greet Bishop Martin 

of St Edmundsbury  and Bishop 

Mike of Dunwich on the second 

day of their Pilgrimage between 

Dunwich and Bury St Edmunds 

on the 2nd of March . We shared 

Evening Prayer and in the 

morning, prayers before they set 

off for Framlingham. (Cover 

Picture) 

 

LENT COURSE 2017 
Monday Nights in March at 7.00pm 

Bridge Farm, Sweffling 

The Theme is: “Receiving Christ” 
Session 5: 3

RD
 APRIL 

‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’ (Colossians 1.27) 

http://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/course.aspx?id=3bc93431-c142-43c7-a7f5-73dbe26f3331


ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH RENDHAM 

As you will know, the retirement of our Rector, the Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk, 

is fast approaching. He has been Rector of the Benefice of the Upper Alde for 

more than sixteen years, and despite constant ill health, his warmth, good 

humour and pastoral care of his parishioners have greatly endeared him to so 

many of us. We shall miss both Jonathan and Sue, and wish them happiness 

in their new home. 
 

On 2 March, many of us went to meet Bishops Martin and Mike - who were 

on their Lent Pilgrimage walk from Dunwich to the cathedral at Bury St 

Edmunds - at Bruisyard Hall Barn where we also enjoyed a buffet supper 

during the evening. 
 

On 14 March, a large number of his Rendham friends joined the packed 

congregation at the memorial service for David Sears, who died on 26 

February, and which was held at Aldeburgh Parish Church and was 

conducted by our Rector. David was universally loved, and we offer our 

sympathy to Vivienne and their large families. He was Chairman of the 

Parish Council for many years, and served also on the PCC besides giving 

great support to Rendham in many other ways. 
 

On Palm Sunday 9 April the Benefice service will begin at St Michael’s at 

10.00 am with the Blessing of the Palms which will be followed by the walk 

to St Mary’s Church at Sweffling for the Passion readings and Holy 

Communion. There will be no service at Rendham on Good Friday, but at 

Cransford, the United Service will include following the Cross from St 

Peter’s Church to Cransford Chapel. 
 

On Easter Sunday 16 April, our service of Holy Communion will be at 11.00 

am. 
 

On Sunday 30 April The Rev. Jonathan Olanczuk’s last service will be at 

11.00 am at St Mary the Virgin, Dennington. It will be followed by a buffet 

lunch in Dennington Village Hall, to which everyone from the six parishes is 

invited. We would be grateful if those who would like to come to the lunch, 

would let either of us know, so as to have an idea of numbers for catering. 
 

From May onwards, there will be some changes in our service times: 
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Morning Prayer 9.30 am on 2nd Sunday in the month 

Holy Communion 9.30 am on 4th Sunday in the month. 
 

Charles Seely 663467 

Frances Hill 664021 

 

Saint John the Baptist Church, Badingham 

Ascension Day Service 

Badingham 

Thursday May 25th 10am 

Followed by coffee and biscuits. 

Everyone is very welcome - please join us if you can. 
 

'GATHER TOGETHER' 

a service for everyone from nought to infinity 

Badingham Church at 10am on the 3rd Sunday of the month 

The service is relaxed and informal, lasts about 30mins and is followed 

by coffee / juice and biscuits. 

If you are intending to come to the service why not come along a little 

earlier at 9.30am and  share breakfast with us, also in the church. 
 

Please Note - Sunday 16th April is Easter Day 
so there will be no ‘Gather Together’ instead we will have 

 Common Worship (modern language) Holy Communion service at 

10.15am 

and, as  many of us may well be busy munching chocolate,  

there will be no breakfast first. 

 

Sunday 21st May ‘Gather Together’ as normal at 10am 
and breakfast at 9.30am if you wish to join us. 

Our topic will be the parable  

'Workers in the Vineyard' 

We hope as many of you as possible will join us and we look forward to 

welcoming you. 

 

 



CRANSFORD NEWS 

As the days lengthen, and snowdrops and aconites give way to primroses 

and daffodils, things are looking bright in Cransford. The church Roof 

Appeal reached its target of £42,500, aided by the magnificent response to 

our parish letter, which raised a total of £6,150. Clearly our old church is 

loved by many, and belongs to everyone. The scaffolding has gone up, and 

work is under way. The work should be done by the end of April. 

 

On Friday 3rd March after a short service at St Peter's Bruisyard, Bishops 

Martin and Mike undertook to walk to our church in Cransford, on their 

way to Framlingham. They wanted to go by footpath rather than road. I led 

them in driving rain over the footbridge over the Alde, up the sloping 

meadows to the fields of young winter wheat on the top of the hill. We 

skirted round these before reaching the road in Cransford. If, they were 

unaware before of the qualities of Suffolk boulder clay, they aren’t now. 

 

Another happy event on Sunday 5th March was the baptism in the church 

of Ariana Kindred Peck, with a large gathering of friends and relations. Our 

love and good wishes to her and her family. 

On 24th May, in 

aid of church 

funds, Matthew 

Tanton Brown 

will be giving 

another of his 

entertaining talks 

on plants, this 

o n e  c a l l e d 

Summer Colour. 

It takes place at 

7 p m  a t  

B r u i s y a r d 

Village Hall. See 

the attached 

notice for details. 
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On Good Friday, the Procession of Witness starts at St Peter's at 10 am  

and proceeds to the Christian Fellowship church. Do join us for this 

event as we prepare for Easter. 

 

We will be saying farewell to our Rector Jonathan who retires at 

Easter. He will be sadly missed. He served the Benefice for 16 years, 

with a gentle, caring and dependable Christian ministry. Our good 

wishes and many thanks to him and Sue. 

Patrick Grieve 

 

 

Sweffling 

Coffee and pancakes in Sweffling Hut raising sponsorship for 

Jonathan Tesh who is running in the London Marathon on April 23rd 

for the Mental Health Foundation:  The proceeds from the event itself 

amounted to £336, which has been posted on Jonathan’s fundraising 

page at virginmoneygiving.com/JonathanTesh. and cannot, 

unfortunately, be gift aided.  There is an additional £140 in donations 

which are gift aided and have to be submitted in a different way, which 

Jonathan will arrange.  Jonathan send his thanks to everyone who has 

supported him, it will spur him on when things get tough on April 

23rd!  It’s not too late to sponsor him and support this very worthwhile 

charity. 

Lent Soup Lunch  The annual soup lunch held in Sweffling Hut for 

the medical centre that we support in The Gambia raised £320.75.  Jill 

and Geoffrey Abbott will add this to the money raised from the First 

Thursday Suppers in Sweffling White Horse and will arrange for the 

total (approximately £750) to be sent to The Gambia, directly to the 

doctor in charge of the medical centre.  It will go a very long way to 

buy mosquito nets and anti-malarial drugs.  Many thanks to everyone 

who supported these events and especially to those who made the ten 

delicious soups that were available on the day. 
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Easter Lily Festival.  St. Mary’s Church, Sweffling will be open on Easter 

Sunday from the service at 9.30 a.m. until 4.00 p.m. and on Easter Monday 

from 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. so that visitors can enjoy the beauty and the 

scent of the lilies and view the memorial scroll with the names of those for 

whom the lilies are in remembrance.  Refreshments will be available. 

Dennington  

Giant Plant Sale 

Saturday 29th April 2017 – 9.30 

am 

Refreshments – Visits to the 

Tower 

  

Preparations are in full swing for the Plant 

Sale on Saturday 29th April and as ever 

there will be an amazing collection of 

plants for sale. There will also be 

refreshments with delicious cakes and 

goodies. We hope you will stay to enjoy 

the many fine treasures of the Church and, 

weather permitting, there will be trips to 

the top of the tower. This is always a good 

village get-together so do come along if 

you can. 

 

 

 

The Rev Jonathan Olanczuk will be conducting his last Benefice 

service on April 30th at Dennington church at 11am .  

To show Jonathan and Sue our appreciation  

there will be a lunch after the service in Dennington Village Hall . 

All will be welcome 

to attend the service &/or the lunch afterwards 
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Services for May 2017 
Sunday 7th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington 

Easter 4 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling 

  10.00am CW  Communion x Ext Badingham 
    

Sunday 14th 10.00am  BCP Holy Communion  Badingham 

Easter 5 9.30am CW Trad. Communion Cransford 

  9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rendham 

  11.00am Family Service /Matins Dennington 

     

Sunday 21st None See services below Dennington 

Easter 6 9.30am Morning Prayer Sweffling 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Bruisyard 

  10.00am  Gather Together  Badingham 

     

Thursday 25th 10.00am  Holy Communion Badingham 

Ascension   Benefice Service  

     

Sunday 28th None See services below  Badingham 

Easter 7 9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Cransford 

 9.30am Morning Prayer Rendham 

  11.00am Holy Communion Dennington 

June     

Whitsunday  4th  8.00am BCP Holy Communion Dennington 

Pentecost  9.30am BCP Morning Prayer Bruisyard 

 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Sweffling 

 10.00am  CW Communion  Badingham 

Articles for publication should be with the editor by the 15th of the preceding  month.  
 

Editor:  Victor Warne  5 Mill Road Badingham Woodbridge Suffolk IP13 8LG 
01728 638357 or Email copy in the text, not attach:   suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com   

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any item submitted. 

 
A copy of this LINK is available by Email. It is updated and in colour with electronic Links to other publications  

and videos. If your computer is on line, click on the coloured  text to activate that link. Happy browsing! 

To receive the electronic copy, send your Email address to suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com 

mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
mailto:suffolkmicrowaves@btinternet.com
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The Retirement of  our Rector 
 

The Reverend Jonathan Olanczuk 
 

An Invitation to all the Parishioners of the 

Upper Alde Benefice 
(Badingham, Bruisyard, Cransford, Dennington, Rendham, Sweffling) 

 

You are invited to a Lunchtime Reception 

at Dennington Village Hall 
 

On Sunday 30th April 2017 

at 1pm 

 

to say 

thank you to Jonathan and Sue 

 and to give them our best wishes for their retirement 

 

You do not have to let us know but it will help very much with 

catering if we have an idea of numbers so if you think you will 

be able to come please would you contact:- 

 

Rupert - 638393;  Sheila - 663518;  Veronica - 638627;   

Ann - 638288;  Caroline -  663510; Charles - 663467. 

 

 

EVERY ONE IS VERY WELCOME SO PLEASE JOIN US 

IF YOU CAN 


